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PREFACE 



The keen Interest which the general public takes 
every spring in the Inter- University Boat Race 
has tempted me to compile this tittle book. My 
excuse for so doing is that I have seen nearly 
every race, and a good deal of the practice, for 
a quarter of a century. 

A study of the dusty files of old newspapers has 
shown me that there was a considerable amount of 
disagreement among eye-witnesses of the races over 
what might appear to be simple matters of fact, 
and so it is hopeless to expect that, in spite of every 
care, some errors have not crept into this sketch. 

I shall therefore be greatly indebted to those who 
are kind enough to send me any corrections to the 
office of the publisher within the next few weeks, 
as it is intended to issue the volume yearly should 
the public demand warrant such a course. 

I wish here to put on record my thanks to 
Mr A. R. Maiden, of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, 
who has kindly gone through the proofs with me. 

WADHAM PEACOCK. 
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THE STORY OF THE 
INTER-UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE 



HOW THE RACE WAS FOUNDED 

f I 'HE Inter-University Boat Race between 
Oxford and Cambridge has now become 
part and parcel of the national life in the spring of 
the year. Not only in London, where die race 
is rowed, but all over the United Kingdom, and 
far and wide in the many lands of Greater Britain 
everyone is anxious to know the winner of the 
great Easter race, and whether Oxford or 
Cambridge can add another victory to its long 
record. For the Boat Race is one of the few 
races — on horseback, on foot, or in a boat — of 
which it can be said that no sordid motive 
enters into it, that every man is doing his utmost, 
and that no suspicion of unsportsmanlike gam- 
bling has touched it. The Race is an essential 
outcome of the modern spirit, and yet it so far 
belongs to ancient history that it was first rowed 
when George IV. was king, when the men who 
fought at Waterloo were still middle-aged, and 
before the railways had supplanted the stage- 
coaches. The meeting might have been one 
of the subjects dealt with by the Pickwick Club, 

A 
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but it is our misfortune that the illustrious presi- 
dent of that Society never turned his thoughts 
to eight-oared racing. 

Everyone knows that the first race took place 
at Henley in 1829, but no one has yet been able 
to decide how it was that the idea of a match 
between the two Universities arose. The actual 
founder of the Race will probably never be dis- 
covered, but in all likelihood, Charles Words- 
worth of Christ Church, Oxford, deserves as 
much of the credit as anyone. Wordsworth, 
though an Oxford man, was the son of the 
Master of Trinity, and therefore had intimate 
relations with both Universities. He had some- 
times rowed in the Johnian boat at Cambridge, 
to which his old schoolfellow and friend, 
Merivale, of St John's, belonged, and it is fair 
to infer from his connection with the rowing 
men of Oxford and Cambridge that Words- 
worth was the originator of the Boat Race. 
That he and Merivale had a good deal to do 
with it is shown by the interesting letters pub- 
lished by Mr Treherne in his invaluable " Re- 
cord of the University Boat Race." 

Others who had a large share in bringing 
about the match were Staniforth, of Christ 
Church, Oxford, and Snow, of St John's, 
Cambridge. Both were Etonians, and rowing 
men, and the first official record of the negoti- 
ations* is a letter from Snow to Staniforth telling 
him that on February 20th, 1829, a meeting 
of the C.U.B.C. Committee had been held in 
Mr Gisborne's rooms, at which it was resolved : 
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"That Mr Snow, of St John's, be requested 
to write immediately to Mr Staniforth, Christ 
Church, Oxford, proposing to make up a 
University Match." Moreover, it was sug- 
gested that the race should be rowed at or near 
London, in the ensuing Easter vacation. On 
March 12th an answer having been received 
from Oxford, another meeting of the C.U.B.C. 
was held in Mr Harman's rooms in Caius 
College, in which a formal challenge was issued 
in these words : " That the University of 
Cambridge hereby challenge the University of 
Oxford to row .a match at or near London, 
each in an eight-oared boat, during the ensuing 
Easter vacation." It will be noticed that the 
" University " and not the C.U.B.C. challenged 
the "University" of Oxford. This was, no 
doubt, because there was no O.U.B.C. in those 
days. The C.U.B.C. had been founded in 1827 
or 1828, but the University Club at Oxford was 
not founded until 1839, just before the third 
race was rowed. After some further corre- 
spondence it was settled that the day of the 
race should be June 10, and that the place 
should be Henley. And in this way the first 
Inter-University Boat Race was arranged. 
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LIGHT AND DARK BLUE 

Nowadays it would seem absurd for Oxford 
to wear any colour but Dark Blue, and Cam- 
bridge any but Light Blue, so firmly have these 
colours become associated with the Universities. 
But, as a matter of fact, the original competitors 
were not " Blues " at all, as the colours now worn 
were not definitely adopted until thirteen years 
after the first race. Before the race in 1829 
the crews were undecided what colours they 
should wear. In those days there was no 
uniform to distinguish University oars, and, 
though the college clubs had their own colours, 
it was difficult to agree upon a hue which 
should represent them all. The Oxford men 
decided on adopting a modification of the Christ 
Church uniform, as that college was then Head 
of the River, and supplied stroke, seven, three 
and cox to the eight. The colour chosen, 
therefore, was blue, of a lighter shade than 
that which now distinguishes Oxford, and in 
the race the men wore dark blue and white 
striped jerseys, canvas trousers, and black straw 
hats with a broad blue ribbon. The blue stripe 
on the jersey was, however, wider than that 
worn by Christ Church. The Cambridge men 
had greater difficulty in deciding upon a colour. 
The Trinity men wore buff jerseys with broad 
blue stripes, and there were three of them in the 
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boat, but there were also three men from St 
John's who wore white jerseys with narrow 
pink stripes. Snow, the captain and stroke, 
was a Johnian, and he thought his college club's 
uniform should be worn, but the Trinity men 
objected, as in those days there was great 
rivalry between Trinity and St John's. A 



rowed in their white shirts and wore a pink 
tie or sash in compliment to their captain. 
Hence, if the original colours had been adhered 
to, Oxford would have been the " Blues " and 
Cambridge the "Pinks." 

Cambridge, however, adopted the light blue in 
1836 for the second race, and, it appears, by 
accident. The Cambridge men had no dis- 
tinguishing colour, and were on the point of 
pushing off when some one noticed that they had 
not even a colour in the bow of the boat. A 
well-known Cambridge rowing man, Mr R. N. 
Phillips, of Christ's, ran to a shop close by and 
and bought a piece of light blue ribbon which 
he placed as a little flag in the bows. Some 
say that he chose light blue by accident ; others 
that he did so because it was the Eton colour, 
but it is quite likely that he chose it for the 
reason which led the crew of 1829 to wear 
pink. Caius College had worn light blue for 
at least two years before 1836, and there were 
three Caius men in the boat, including Mr T. S. 
Egan, the famous coach and coxswain, who had 
introduced the true principles of rowing on the 
Cam, and had brought his college to the Head 



compromise 




effected: the men 
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of the River in the May Races. It is more 
than plausible to suppose that Mr Phillips, on 
being asked to get a bit of ribbon for the bows 
would choose the colour worn by Egan's 
college as a compliment to the man who had 
done so much for rowing at Cambridge. It was 
at once seen that light blue made an excellent 
contrast to the dark blue worn by Oxford, and 
from that time forward it became the distinguish- 
ing colour of Cambridge University. 

The next three races were rowed in 1839, 
1840, and 1 841, and the light and dark blue 
were worn with some slight variations in each 
year. In 1842 the Oxford men came to the 
post in white zephyr jerseys trimmed with dark 
blue silk, and the Cambridge men with the same 
sort of jerseys trimmed with light blue. From that 
time forward there has been no change in the 
uniform of the two Universities, except that the 
Oxford blue gradually grew darker and darker, 
until it assumed the deep shade now in use, and 
the Cambridge blue got lighter and lighter. 
The Cambridge men wore their light blue flannel 
caps without any badge, but the Oxford men at 
a very early date, certainly in 1841, and prob- 
ably as early as 1839, when the Oxford Uni- 
versity Boat Club was founded, sported the 
crossed oars in front of their caps with the 
letters O.U. and B.C. on either side of the 
oars. This was to distinguish the cap from 
that of First Trinity, as the Club had worn 
dark blue before Oxford adopted it, and declined 
to make any change. 
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THE MAKING OF A "BLUE" 

Many of those who see the University crews 
practising at Putney no doubt think that the art 
of rowing is as easy as it looks, and that the ease 
and grace of a finished eight comes more or less 
by nature. They do not know of the months — 
even years — of hard work which have gone to 
the production of that perfected machine, and of 
the anxious thought and single-minded purpose 
which has been brought to bear on it by all con- 
cerned, from coach to cox. It is only by long 
and arduous coaching, and much self-denial and 
hard work, that the result has been obtained ; for 
of all sports rowing is that which requires the 
most strenuous apprenticeship. A few men 
there are who learn their rowing at school at 
Eton, Bedford, or elsewhere, or who have been 
coached as boys by some old oar at Putney. If 
they are really oarsmen their way is compara- 
tively easy at the University, but the average 
man learns his rowing when he goes to college, 
and is a happy man if he has not as much to 
unlearn as to learn. He has to begin at 
the very beginning, and to learn rowing with 
even more care than when at a preparatory 
school he was taught the rudiments of sound 
cricket. 

The healthy freshman, sound in wind and 
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limb, and perhaps with a bit of reputation as a 
cricketer and football-player following him from 
his public school, has in him the makings of a 
college if not of a University oar, and it rests 
with himself what his career shall be. His first 
experience will be going down to the river with 
other freshmen to be tubbed, by some member 
of his college first boat probably, in a tub pair. 
He and another freshman are taken out in a tub by 
the long-enduring coach, his stretcher is arranged 
for him, he is shown how to sit, how to hold 
the oar, and all the mysteries of the art. At 
first all will be darkness to him, and disenchant- 
ment will come upon him at being told to use his 
arms less and his legs more, but gradually, with 
perseverance, a glimmering of light will come, 
and then he will be promoted to a four or 
eight, to be ground into shape with other strug- 
gles, and a senior or two to steady them. At 
the end of the term, if he shows promise, 
he will be given a seat in his college trial 
eights, and, finally, learn something of what it 
is to race against another boat. A great 
deal depends on the trial eight race 5 it may 
mean the gaining or losing of a year in his 
rowing career. 

With his second term will come the 
"Torpids" at Oxford, and the "Lents" at 
Cambridge, and if the freshman shows any 
promise at all he is certain of finding a place 
in them. These races are bumping races, 
rowed in fixed seat eights, the boats starting 
about a couple of lengths between stern and bow, 



Digitized by 



UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE 9 



and each trying to catch the boat in front of it, 
and to escape the pursuer behind it. These races 
mean weeks of steady practice and hard work, 
often in the vilest weather, from which shorts 
and a zephyr jersey offer inadequate protection 
and need to be supplemented by the enthusiasm 
of the oarsman. In the summer term the 
" Eights " at Oxford, and the " May Races " 
at Cambridge, provide the next step upward, 
but it is harder to find a seat in them, for, as 
a rule, there are many seniors in residence, and 
only the very best freshmen can hope to be 
asked to row. However, if a man does find a 
place in his college boat or boats he rows 
under improved conditions. He is promoted to 
the sliding seat, rows with experienced oars, and 
has better coaching, besides having the advan- 
tage of pleasanter weather and surroundings. 
The summer races are conducted on exactly 
the same lines as those in the Lent term ; and 
when they are over the freshman ends his first 
year, having gained one object of his ambition, 
a seat in his college boat in the " Eights " or 
the " May." 

The next step towards the University boat 
is an even more important one. At the be- 
ginning of each October term the president 
of the University Boat Club is eagerly on the 
lookout for promising oarsmen to make up the 
sixteen men for the trial eights. The college 
captains send in the names of the men of their 
clubs whom they think worthy of a trial, and the 
president himself invites every man of sufficient 
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promise to row at least once in one of the 
eights. In the end, hardly a man worth trying 
in the University has not been given his chance, 
and, after much anxious debate, the two eights 
are at last made up as absolutely level as judg- 
ment can make them. The Oxford trial eights 
are rowed at Moulsford, and the Cambridge 
trial eights on the Adelaide course at Ely. 
The president and secretary coach the crews, 
and before the day of the race a vast improve- 
ment in style and working power is evident in 
every one of the sixteen men. 

Then, when the Christmas vacation is over, 
and the men go up for the Lent term, begins 
the crucial period. Usually there are two or 
three vacant places in the University eight to 
be filled, and for these some dozen men may 
have a possible chance. At first the president 
takes out a crew with only one or two "Old 
Blues," just to stiffen the boat, and tries the 
likely men one after another, shifting them about 
if need be till each man is thoroughly known. 
Gradually those who rowed in the last Putney 
race take their seats, some famous old oar takes 
the coaching from the president, and the com- 
petition for the few vacant seats becomes narrowed 
down to three or four men. Lucky indeed is 
the second year man who, after rowing in his 
college eight and in the trials is good enough 
for a place in the University boat. Every 
day he has to row in the eight, in rain, or 
snow, or frost, under the vigilant eye of the 
coach, which lets no fault pass, and notes the 
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slightest lapse from the strict path of rowing 
virtue. 

On Ash Wednesday the crew go into regular 
training, after passing the doctor's examination, 
and then the real hard work begins. Gradually 
the eight is ground together, and the new oar 
finds his faults disappearing, and the points in- 
culcated by his coach becoming more and 
more a matter of habit. Then, about three 
week 8 before the race, the crews leave the 
Universities. Of recent years it has been the 
practice to spend a week or ten days in one 
of the reaches of the upper Thames, but the 
last fortnight is always spent at Putney in 
getting used to tidal waters and in putting on 
the final polish. When the men arrive at 
Putney the worst of the hard work is over, 
though several courses have to be rowed at 
racing speed, under the watchful eyes of the 
critics of the sporting and daily papers, and 
of the ever-increasing crowds upon the banks. 
Much is learned by racing alongside other 
boats, generally of the Leander or L.R.C., 
for it must be remembered that on the Isis 
and the Cam almost all boat-racing is done in 
time or bumping races, in which the competing 
boat is behind or in front, and very rarely side 
by side. It is therefore spmewhat disconcert- 
ing at first to have a boat racing alongside, and 
part of the work at Putney is devoted to doing 
away with this feeling of novelty. During the 
last few days of practice little hard work is done, 
and most of the time is given up to practising 
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starts or spurting for short distances against 
another crew. If the coach has successfully 
avoided the great danger of staleness, the two 
crews should be wound up to racing pitch and 
fit to row the long and trying course at racing 
speed. 
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THE START 

The Saturday before Good Friday has now 
come to be looked upon as the accepted day for 
the Boat Race, but should the state of the tide 
or any other cause render it necessary to alter 
the day, that date is not adhered to — for 
example, in 1898, when the weather was so 
rough that Cambridge got water-logged at the 
start, the race was rowed a week earlier than 
usual. But though Saturday is now Boat Race 
day, this was not always the case, and, in fact, 
the race has been rowed on almost every day 
in the week. At first Wednesday was the 
favourite day, the first, third, fourth, and fifth 
races being all rowed on a Wednesday. In 
1880 the race took place on a Monday, in 1893 
on a Wednesday, in 1883 on a Thursday, and 
in 1836 on a Friday, so that every day except 
Tuesday has been token. The rule nowadays 
is to row from Putney to Mortlake on the flood 
tide, the boats being started from skiffs moored 
about 150 yards above the bridge, and the race 
finishing the same distance above the " Ship " at 
Mortlake. An hour before the race the arches 
of Putney Bridge are closed to traffic, the 
steamers along the course have to be moored 
in proper position by the banks, and the small 
boats are severely kept in order by the Con- 
servancy Police boats, which keep the course 
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in the most admirable manner. For this thanks 
are due to the Thames Conservancy; for before 
they took the arrangements in hand everyone was 
a law to himself. The steamers which followed 
the race pressed hard upon the boats, and the 
losing boat ran the risk sometimes of being 
sucked under by the paddle-wheels, while 
smaller craft darted about all over the river 
in the most confusing way. 

The race is now followed by the umpire's 
launch, and by four steamers, which are known 
as — the " Umpire," which carries the old Blues ; 
the " Oxford " and " Cambridge," which carry 
members of the Universities 5 and the " Press," 
which carries the representatives of the principal 
newspapers. The four steamers are marshalled 
two on each side of the umpire's launch, and 
are not allowed the licence which in the old 
days they considered their right, and, moreover, 
have each a Conservancy inspector on board of 
them. The toss for the choice of station takes 
place about half-an-hour before the start. 
Much may depend on which president wins 
this ceremony, and the successful crew usually 
takes the Surrey side, unless there is a strong 
wind blowing off the Middlesex shore, as 
though the bends at the start and the finish are 
on the outside, the long curve after Hammer- 
smith Bridge which comes at what is always the 
most critical part of the race, gives the boat 
which has the Surrey berth a decided advan- 
tage. The race is timed to start about an hour 
before the flood is at its height, so as to get the 
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full strength of the tide. The challenging crew 
— that is, the crew of the University which was 
unsuccessful in the previous year — is the first 
to go to the starting-point, and it is, or should 
be, followed by the challenged crew without 
any delay. As the two crews paddle from the 
boathouse to their skiffs they are loudly cheered 
by their partisans, and there is a thrill of ex- 
citement in the huge crowd which communi- 
cates itself to every spectator. The eights 
are held by watermen in the skiffs, and theo, 
when all is ready, Colonel Frank Willan, the 
umpire, fires the pistol which starts the crews 
upon the race. Colonel Willan is a famous 
old Oxford president who rowed in the races 
of 1866 to 1869 and in the great race against 
the Harvard four in 1869, winning every race. 
Up to 1877, the year of the dead heat, John 
Phelps was the distance judge, but the following 
year Mr Fairrie took his place, and Mr F. 
Fenner followed him at the post, and has 
acted as distance judge of late years. 
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1829 

THE FIRST BOAT RACE 

nPHE first Inter-University Boat Race was 
rowed at Henley on June 10, 1829, at 
about a quarter to eight on a beautiful summer 
evening. The course selected was from Hamble- 
don Lock to Henley Bridge, a distance of a 
little over two miles, against the stream. A 
good many men interested in rowing went from 
Cambridge, and many more from Oxford, besides 
a good number from the town, as the University 
Race was not the only event of the day. The 
fun began early in the afternoon, and Henley 
seems to have made a holiday of it, a race for 
wherries being one of the attractions. The two 
boats were launched about a quarter past seven, 
and went in procession down to the starting- 
post, accompanied by their friends. Cambridge 
were the favourites. The crews were started by 
a pistol-shot, Oxford being on the Bucks and 
Cambridge on the Berks side of the river. The 
Oxford captain decided to take the Berks side, 
as there was less stream there, and in crossing 
over fouled the Cambridge boat. A fresh start 
was then made, and Oxford were clear of Cam- 
bridge when half-a-mile had been rowed. From 
the island they gained steadily, and eventually 
won by about a hundred yards, in fourteen 
minutes from the start. The victory of Oxford 
was very popular, as of course they had many 
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friends and sympathisers at Henley. The even- 
ing wound up with a display of fireworks. 
The names of the two crews were : 

OXFORD 
J. Carter, St John's 
J. E. Arbuthnot, Bailiol 
J. E Bates, Christ Church 
C. Wordsworth, Christ Church 
J. J. Toogood, Bailiol 
T. F. Gamier, Worcester 
G. B. Moore, Christ Church 
T. Staoiforth, Christ Church (st.) 
W. R. Fremantle, Christ Church (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
A. B. E HoMsworth, Trinity 

A. F. Bayford, Trinity Hall 
C. Warren. Trinity 

C. Merivak, St John's 
T. Entwisle, Trinity 
W. T. Thompson, Jesus 
G. A. Selwyn, St John's 
W. Snow, St John's (st.) 

B. R. Heath, Trinity (cox.) 

No official weights were taken, but the Oxford 
men were considerably heavier than the Cam- 
bridge men. Toogood of Bailiol is said to 
have rowed 14 st. 10 lbs., and stroke and seven 
were both over 12 st. In the Cambridge boat 
Thompson and Selwyn were just under 12 st. 
Charles Wordsworth was afterwards Bishop of 
St Andrews; -Toogood, Prebendary of York; 
Garnier, Dean of Lincoln ; and Fremantle 
Dean of Ripon. In the Cambridge boat, Bay- 
ford became Chancellor of the Diocese of Man- 
chester ; Merivale, Dean of Ely, and Roman 
historian; and Selwyn, the famous Bishop of New 
Zealand, and afterwards of Lichfield. Words- 
worth was a double blue, and played in the cricket 
eleven against Cambridge in 1827 and 1829. 
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1836 

WESTMINSTER TO PUTNEY 
LTHOUGH the first race had been so 



successful no other match took place for 
seven years, though attempts were made to get 
one up in 1831 and 1834. At last in 1836 
a race was arranged for the Westminster to 
Putney course. This was in accordance with 
the wishes of Cambridge, who preferred to 
row on the championship course rather than at 
Henley or Maidenhead. The Cambridge crew 
were coached by the famous T. S. Egan of 
Caius, who had shown himself a genius for 
coaching and training in the management of his 
college boat. He took entire charge of the 
Cambridge men, while Oxford were still trained 
by watermen. A start was made at twenty 
minutes past four in the afternoon of June 17th. 
The race was a very hollow affair, as Oxford 
were completely outclassed. Cambridge began 
to gain from the start, and steadily increased 
their lead, the race resolving itself into a pro- 
cession. Cambridge eventually won by one 
minute in thirty-six minutes. Oxford were a 
slightly lighter crew than Cambridge, and were 
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rather under-boated. The names of the crews 



G. Carter, St John's 

E. Steven*, Exeter 

W. Bailie, Christ Church 
T. Harm, Magdalen 
J. V. Isham, Christ Church 
I Pennefather, Balliol 
V. S. Thompson, Jesus 

F. L. Moysey, Christ Church (st.) 
Ef.L Davies, Jesus (cox.) 



No official weights have been preserved, but 
the heaviest man in the two boats was Thomp- 
son, who weighed about 13 st. The Cam- 
bridge crew was admirably balanced, four, five, 
six, and seven all weighing about 12 st., while 
stroke weighed about ii| st. In the Oxford 
crew stroke was only three pounds heavier than 
cox, and had an exceptionally heavy man just 
behind him. 

There was no race between the Universities 
in 1837 and 1838, but Cambridge rowed two 
races against Leander in those years, and beat 
them on both occasions. In 1837 Queen's, 
Oxford, rowed a match with Lady Margaret, 
Cambridge, at Henley, and beat them. But 
there was no Inter-University contest till 1839. 



were: 



CAMBRIDGE 




W. H. Solly, First 1 
F. S. Green, Caius 
E S. Stanley, Jesus 
P. Hartley, Trinity I 
W. M. Jones, Caius 
J. H. Keane, Trinity 
A. W. Upcher, Seco 
A. K. B. Granville, < 
T. S. Egan, Caius (c 

OXFORD 
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1839 

THE O.U.B.C. FOUNDED 



T last, in 1839, the third race was arranged 



■** to take place at Easter, on London waters, 
and Cambridge again won. In this year the 
O.U.B.C. was founded, as it was seen what 
an advantage it was to Cambridge to have such 
an organisation as the C.U.B.C. outside the 
various college boat clubs. In the three years' 
interval Cambridge had profited greatly by 
their races with the famous Leander Club, and 
by the coaching of T. S. Egan, so that they 
were much better oarsmen than the Oxford 
crew. In Stanley, of Jesus, moreover, they 
had a first-rate stroke, and behind him they 
developed into one of the best crews that ever 
rowed on fixed seats. Their swing and body 
work was excellent, while Oxford rowed too 
much with their arms, with the usual result. 
The race was rowed from Westminster to 
Putney, on April 3rd, at a quarter to five in the 
afternoon, and was even more of a procession 
than the previous race. Cambridge went away 
from the start, and steadily increased their lead, 
winning by one and three-quarter minutes with 
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the greatest ease. Time, 3 1 min. The names 
of the crews were : 



CAMBRIDGE 
A. H. Shad well, Lady Margaret 
W. W. Smyth, Second Trinity 
J. Abercrombie, Caius 
A. Paris, Corpus 
C. T. Penrose, First Trinity 
W. H. Yatman, Caius 
W. B. Brett, Caius 
E. S. Stanley, Jesus (st.) 
T. S. Egan, Caius (cox.) 

OXFORD 
S. Lee, Queen's 
J. Compton, Merton • 
S. E. Maberley, Christ Church 
W. I. Garnett, Christ Church 
R. G. Walls, Brasenose 



The weights of the men are only ap- 
proximately known, but in Garnett and Walls 
Oxford had two men of about 13 St., and 
Hobhouse and Powys weighed about 12 st. 
apiece. Penrose and Brett in the Cambridge 
boat were also 12-st. men. A. H. Shadwell 
was in after-life a Taxing-Master in Chancery. 
W. B. Brett became Lord Esher, the 
Master of the Rolls. In the Oxford boat 
Garnett was afterwards a Lancashire M.P., 
Hobhouse was Archdeacon of Bodmin, Powys 
M.P. for Newport, and Ffooks judge of the 
Derbyshire County Court. Calverley Be- 
wicke, who called the meeting of the strokes 
to decide on the formation of such a club, was 
the first president of the O.U.B.C. 
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1840 

THE THIRD WESTMINSTER TO 
PUTNEY MATCH 

"DEFORE the race was arranged this year 
there was a good deal of argument on the 
question of bachelors rowing. The Oxford 
men suggested that only undergraduates should 
be allowed to row, but Cambridge objected, as 
this arrangement would dock them of a year. 
At Cambridge degrees were taken in January; 
and so at Easter men would be bachelors who, 
if they were at Oxford, would still be under- 
graduates, as Oxford degrees were taken in 
the summer. This seriously handicapped Cam- 
bridge men, and, as the objection was reasonable, 
Oxford withdrew the proposal, and no regula- 
tion was agreed to. This year Cambridge were 
coached by T. S. Egan, who also steered them, 
but Oxford were again trained by a waterman. 
The Oxford president was J. J. T. Somers-Cocks, 
and the Cambridge president C. M. Vialls. 
The race was rowed on April 1 5th at half-past 
one in the afternoon. Oxford got off with the 
lead, rowing at a very fast stroke, and led 
until they got into Chelsea reach, when Cam- 
bridge, with the best of the stream, went ahead, 
and at Battersea Bridge led by about half a 
length. But Oxford were by no means done 
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with y and, thanks to the good which the institu- 
tion of die O.U.B.C. had already done for 
rowing at Oxford, they stuck to the leaders 
most pluckily, and Cambridge only passed 
Putney Bridge three-quarters of a length to the 
good in 29 min. 30 sec. The names of the 
crews were : 

CAMBRIDGE 
A. H. Shadwell, LM.B.C. 
W. Matsey, First Trinity 
S. B. Taylor, First Trinity 
L M. Ridky, Jesus 

G. C. Uppleby, Magdalene 

F. C. Penrose, Magdalene 

H. Jones, Magdalene 

C. M. Vialk, Third Trinity (st) 
T. S. Egan, Cains (cox). 

OXFORD 
J. G. Mountain, Merton 
L J. J. Pocock, Merton 
S. E. Maberley, Christ Church 
W. Rogers, Bailiol 
R. G. Walk, B.N.C. 
E Royds, EN.C. 

G. Meynell, B.N.C. 

J. J. T. Somers-Cocks, B.N.C. 
W. B. Garnett, B.N.C. (cox.) 



No official weights are available for this 
year, but W. Rogers, of Bailiol, was the 
heaviest man in the two boats, as he nearly 
touched 13 st. Rogers was afterwards Rector 
of Bishopsgate, Prebend of St Paul's, and a 
Chaplain to the Queen. He was known as 
" Hang Theology " Rogers. F. C. Penrose be- 
came the well-known architect in charge of St 
Paul's Cathedral. W. Massey was a Double 
Blue who played in the Cambridge eleven in 
1838, 1839. 
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1841 

A HOLLOW RACE 
'HE subject for discussion this year was the 



date at which the race was to be rowed. 
Oxford proposed that the race should be held at 
the beginning of the Long Vacation after the 
summer eights, when all the best men would 
have been training for the bumping races, but 
Cambridge held that it would be impossible to 
keep the men together after the vacation had 
once begun, and argued that the short Easter 
vacation afforded more time for regular practice 
for the great race. Oxford finally agreed to 
the Easter vacation, and so it became established 
that the Boat Race should be rowed just before 
Easter. The Oxford president was F. N. 
Menzies, and the Cambridge president J. M. 
Ridley. The race was rowed on April 14th 
at ten minutes past six in the evening, and 
was a very hollow affair. Cambridge led 
from the start, and were ten yards ahead when 
they had gone 200 yards. At Battersea Bridge 
Cambridge led by two and a half lengths, and 
reached Putney Bridge the easiest of winners 
by six lengths. Oxford were very much ex- 
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hausted at the finish. The names and weights 
of the crews were : 

CAMBRIDGE st. lb. 

W. R. Groker, Caius 912 

Hon. L Denman, Magdalene . 10 1a 

A. M. Ritchie, First Trinity . 1 1 10 

J. M. Ridley, )etu« za 7 

R. H. Cobbold, Peterhouae . . ,13 4 

F. C Penroae, Magdalene . . . za o 
Hon. G. Denman, First Trinity . . . to 7 
C M. Vialk, Third Trinity (at.) . 11 7 
J. M. Croker, Caiua (cox.) . . 10 8 

OXFORD 

R. Bethell, Exeter 10 6 

E V. Richards, Chriat Church . . zx a 

J. G. Mountain, Merton . . . 10 9 

E. Royds, Brasenose zx 13 

H. W. Hodgson, Balliol . . . xi to 
W. Lea, Brasenose 11 7 

G. Meynell, Braaenose . . zi 11 
J. |. T. Somcrs^Cocki, Brasenose (at.) . zz 3 
C B. Woolaston, Exeter . . 9 2 

This was the first year in which the race 
can be said to have interested the general, as 
distinguished from the rowing public. Con- 
temporary accounts say that crowds of people 
were present, and the reports in the papers show 
that interest was spreading. In the Cambridge 
boat the brothers Croker were both high wranglers, 
and of the brothers Denman, one became Rector 
of Hitchin, and the other the famous judge. 
The future judge also won the Colquhoun 
Scull 8 in 1842. Some authorities give H. 
Jones, Magdalene, as the Cambridge three, but 
there is no doubt that A. M. Ritchie rowed. 
It is curious to note that cox was heavier than 
bow. This frequently was the case in earlier 
days of boat-racing, when the boats were large 
and heavy, and not cedar or mahogany shells 
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1842 

THE LAST WESTMINSTER TO 
PUTNEY RACE 

PEOPLE began to say that Cambridge was 
so superior in style and science that Ox- 
ford would never win another Boat Race. At 
the end of 1841 A. T. W. Shadwell, the famous 
oar and cox, migrated from Cambridge to Balliol, 
and introduced many Cambridge ideas at Oxford. 
Mr F. N. Menzies, the Oxford president, had 
realised that the Oxford style of rowing was 
all wrong, and he and Shadwell completely 
revolutionised rowing at Oxford. This year 
Menzies stroked the Oxford boat and Shadwell 
steered and coached it, being the first of the men 
who, like George Morrison and W. A. L. 
Fletcher, gave the sister University the benefit 
of their knowledge and experience. The race was 
rowed on June 1 ith at a quarter to four, the last 
of the summer races. The Oxford president 
was F. N. Menzies, and the Cambridge presi- 
dent R. H. Cobbold. Cambridge were the 
favourites, as they had several old oars. In the 
race Oxford had the Middlesex station, and 
Cambridge went off with the lead, which they 
kept until Lambeth Palace, when Oxford passed 
them, and, soon after Vauxhall Bridge, led by a 
length. At Battersea Bridge, Oxford led by 
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four lengths, and reached Putney Bridge six 
lengths ahead according to some accounts, or 
three lengths according to others. It was an 
extremely hot day, and Cambridge were said to 
have been over-trained. The names and weights 
of the crews were : 



OXFORD 

F. T. MDoupIl, Magdalen H. 
R. Monies, University 

E. A. Brecdoo, Trinity 
W. B. Brewster. St John's . 

G. D. Bourne. Oriel . 
J. C Cox, Trinity . 
G. E Hughes, Oriel . 

F. N. Menzies, University (st) 
A. T. W. Shadwell, Battiol (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
F. E Tower, LM.B.C . 
Hon. L Denman, Magdalene 
W. Watson, Jesus 
F. C Penrose, Magdalene . 
R. H. Cobbdd, Peterhouse 
J. Royds, Christ's . 
Hon. G. Denman, First Trinity 
J. M. Ridley, Jesus (st) . 
A. E Pollock, First Trinity (cos 



st. lb. 

. 9 8 
• " 3 
. 12 4 

. 12 IO 
. 13 12 

, 11 8 
. 11 6 
, 10 12 
. 10 4 



10 2 
10 11 

10 13 

11 10 

12 6 

11 7 
10 9 

12 o 
9 7 



Of the Oxford crew F. T. Macdougall 
began as a surgeon and demonstrator of ana- 
tomy at King's College, London. He then 
entered the Church and was for twelve years 
Bishop of Labuan. He afterwards became a 
Canon of Winchester and Archdeacon of the 
Isle of Wight G. E. Hughes was the brother 
of " Tom Brown " Hughes, and played in the 
cricket match against Cambridge in 1845. He 
was also golf champion in 1870, and a fine all- 
round athlete. The brothers Menzies won the 
University Pairs in 1839. 
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1845 

THE FIRST PUTNEY TO 
MORTLAKE RACE 

HPHERE was no race until 1845, although 
several meetings took place at Henley and 
elsewhere, notably the " Septem contra Camum " 
in 1843. This y e ar the Putney to Mortlake 
course, over which the Eton and Westminster 
match had been rowed in 1843, was adopted 
owing to the crush of river traffic below Putney 
Bridge. Oxford suggested the change, which 
was at once accepted by Cambridge. The 
course was rather snorter than that now rowed, 
as it was from Putney Bridge to Mortlake 
Church, and not to the Ship Tavern. 1845 was 
a great year for Cambridge, but, as is too often 
the case, success at Oxford had bred carelessness, 
and the Oxford crew came to the post poor in 
style and in condition, while the Cambridge men 
were perfectly together and in thorough training. 
The presidents were F. M. Wilson at Oxford, 
and J. W. Richardson at Cambridge. The race 
was rowed on March 1 5th, at six in the evening, 
on a bitterly cold day, and does not call for 
much description. Cambridge had the Middle- 
sex station, and after the first two hundred yards 
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began to draw ahead. At the half-mile it was 
evident that the race was over, for Cambridge 
steadily went away, and won very easily by 
thirty seconds. 



CAMBRIDGE 
Gerard Mann, Caius . 
W. Harkness, LM.B.C . 
W. S. Lockhart. Christ* . 
V. P. Cloves, First Trinity 
F. M. Arnold, Caius . 
R. Harkness, L.M.B.C. . 
J. W. Richardson, First Trinity 
C. G. Hill, Second Trinity (st.) 
H. Munster, First Trinity (cox.) 

OXFORD 

M. Haggard, Christ Church 
W.C. Stapylton, Merton . 
W. H. Milman, Christ Church 
H. Lewis, Pembroke • • 
W. Buckle, Oriel . . 
F. C. Royds, Brasenose 
F. M. Wilson, Christ Church 
F. E. Tuke, Brasenose (st.) 
F. J. Richards, Merton (cox.) 



st. lb. 

o 7 

0 o 

1 3 



O II 

9 a 



10 3 

10 12 

11 o 

11 7 
13 12 
« 5 

12 3 

12 2 
IO XO 



Walter Scott Lockhart was the grandson of 
Sir Walter Scott, and succeeded to the Abbots- 
ford estate. Most of the Oxford boat took 
Orders, and of these Chetwynd-Stapylton became 
an honorary Canon of Rochester, and W. H. 
Milman a minor Canon of St Paul's. In 
1843 an( l ^44 Oxford had carried all before 
them at Henley ; but now the positions were 
reversed, as Cambridge won the grand Challenge 
Cup, and at the Thames Regatta beat the 
Oxford men for the Gold Cup. The adoption 
of the Putney to Mortlake course marks an era 
in the annals of the Boat Race, though the race 
did not become annual for another eleven years. 
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1846 



THE FIRST RACE IN OUT- 
RIGGERS 

'HIS year was memorable for two things. 



First, it was the year in which outriggers 
were introduced into the boats; and, secondly, 
it was rowed down river, from Mortlake to 
Putney, on the ebb. This year, also, Oxford 
passed a resolution that college crews should 
not be trained by watermen, and this change 
was due to the influence of Mr Shadwell. 
The presidents this year were F. C. Royds 
for Oxford, and W. Harkness for Cambridge. 
The race was rowed on April 3rd at 1 1. 10 a.m. 
on the ebb instead of on the flood, as was 
originally arranged. The starting-point was 
Mortlake Church, and Oxford jumped off with 
a slight lead. But in a few strokes Cambridge 
had drawn level, and a splendid race then 
ensued to Hammersmith Bridge, when Cam- 
bridge, who had been gradually gaining, led 
by half a length. Oxford then made a great 
effort, and little by little drew up to the leaders, 
until at the Crabtree both boats were again 
level. By this time Oxford had shot their 
bolt, and the superior staying power of Cam- 
bridge wore them down. The Light Blues 
again went to the front, and, spurting when 
almost in sight of home, won a hard race by 
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three lengths. The time, 21 min. 5 sec, 
appears fast for those days, but it must be re- 
membered that the start was at Mortlake 
Church, so that the distance rowed was scarcely 
four miles. The names and weights of the 
crews were as follows: 



CAMBRIDGE 
G. F. Murdoch, LM.B.C . . 

G. F. Holroyd, First Trinity . 
S. T. dissold, Third Trinity . . 
W. P. Cloves, First Trinity 

E Wilder, Magdalene 

R. Harkness, LM.B.C. . 

E P. Wolstenholme, First Trinity 

C G. Hill, Second Trinity (st.) 

T. B. Uoyd, LM.B.C (cox.) . 

OXFORD 

H. S. Pokhamoton, Pembroke . 
E C Burton, Christ Church . 
W. U. Heygate, Merton . 

E. H. Pentold, St John's . 

tW.Conant, St John's . 
. C Royds, Brasenose . 
W. C Stapylton, Merton . 
W. H. MUman, Christ Church (st.) 
C J. Soaoes, St John's (cox.) . 



st. lb. 

10 2 

TI X 

12 O 

12 12 

*3 2 

11 6 



9 8 



o 9 



9 13 



Of the Cambridge crew, S. T. Clissold was 
a Double Blue. He played in the Cambridge 
eleven in 1844 and 1846, and though in neither 
year did he distinguish himself with the bat, in 
1846 he bowled six wickets in the first innings, 
and one in the second innings. E. P. Wol- 
stenholme won the University Pairs in 1845. 
In the Oxford boat E. C. Burton was a fine 
all-round sportsman, who won the University 
Sculls in 1847. The Rev. H. S. Polehampton 
died of a bullet wound and cholera at Lucknow 
in 1859, during the Indian Mutiny. J. W. 
Conant won the Sculls in 1845. 
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1849 

THE YEAR OF TWO RACES 

"VTO race took place in 1 847 and 1 848, though 
the Universities met at Henley Regatta in 
the Grand Challenge. In 1849, however, two 
races were rowed, the only foul occurred, and 
in the first race all the Cambridge crew were 
Trinity men. The race was rowed on March 
29th, at 5.40 p.m. The Oxford president 
was W. G. Rich, and the Cambridge president 
W. L. G. Bagshawe. Oxford got off with 
the lead, and maintained it for two miles and 
a bit, when Cambridge challenged them off 
Chiswick Eyot,and, the Oxford men being rowed 
out, passed them and won very easily by about 
eight lengths. The Cambridge men were a 
good average crew, and in splendid condition, 
whereas Oxford, although almost perfect in 
style, had not taken the trouble to train pro- 
perly, and consequently collapsed when they 
had gone half - way. Moreover, they were 
underboated, and, in spite of advice, would not 
adopt a boat more suited to them. The names 
and weights of the crews were : 



CAMBRIDGE 




H. Proby, Second Trinity . 
W. J. H. Jones, Second Trinity , 
A. De Rutzen, Third Trinity 
C J. Koldeo, Third Trinity 
W. L. G. Bagshawe, Third Trinity 
W. H. Waddington, Second Trinity 
W. C Hodgson, First Trinity . 
J. C Wray. Second Trinity (st.) 
G. Booth, First Trinity (cox. ) . 



. 11 10 

. 11 10 

. 11 2 

. 10 12 



. 10 7 
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OXFORD 



st Ik 



I. W. Chitty, 
H. H. Trema 



D. Vaochope, Wadham 




. 10 4 
. zx a 
. 11 5 



n. n. 1 rcmaync, vonn wiu 
E. C Burton, Christ Church 



C R Steward, Oriel 
A. Mansfield, Christ Church 



. ix o 
. 12 o 



. 11 8 




. 11 o 

. TO O 
. TO 8 



The boats contained several men who after- 
wards became celebrated. De Rutzen became 
the well-known Metropolitan Police Magistrate; 
Bagshawe won the Colquhouns, the Pairs, and 
the Diamonds ; and Waddington became Prime 
Minister of France, and afterwards French 
Ambassador in London. But the most famous 
man in the two crews was J. W. Chitty, one of 
the finest oars who ever lived, and afterwards 
Mr Justice Chitty, the Chancery judge. Sir 
Joseph Chitty was a Double Blue, as he 
played in the match for Oxford in 1848-49. 



Hum., and was a fellow of Merton. He won 
many races at Oxford and, on the Thames 
at London, was for many years the umpire 
of the University Boat Race, and also re- 
presented the City of Oxford in Parliament. 
He was chairman of the Boat Race Com- 
memoration Dinner in 1881, and of the Cricket 
Jubilee Dinner in 1877. 




he took a first class in Lit. 



c 
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1849 

THE ONLY FOUL 

/~\XFORD were so disgusted with their 
defeat that they at once challenged Cam- 
bridge to row them again the same year, and 
Cambridge at once accepted. It was arranged 
that the race should be rowed in December; 
and Oxford took care that they were properly 
trained by Mr Shadwell on the second occasion. 
The presidents were W. G. Rich for Oxford, 
and C. J. Holden for Cambridge. The race 
was rowed on December 1 5th, at a quarter to 
three in the afternoon. Cambridge had the 
Surrey station, and, after a level start, soon began 
to draw ahead. Before Craven Point they took 
Oxford's water to get the inside of the bend, 
but, in spite of this, Oxford rowed them down 
and ran into them off the Crab Tree. The 
Oxford men raised their oars and shouted out 
that it was a foul, but the race was not stopped, 
and the crews went on, Cambridge with a slight 
lead. At Hammersmith Bridge, Cambridge 
was a length ahead, but Oxford stuck closely to 
them. In Corney Reach both crews crossed, 
to the Middlesex side, and, Oxford gaining 
slightly in the latter part of the race, Cambridge 
passed the winning post a quarter of a length 
ahead. Oxford at once appealed, and the race 
was given against Cambridge, on the ground 
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that they took Oxford's water, and did not give 
way. The Cambridge coxswain caused the 
foul by following the erroneous course of steering 
for the Surrey arch of Hammersmith Bridge. 
The names and weights of the crews were : 



OXFORD 
f. Hornby, Brasenose 
Houghton, Brasenose 



st tb. 
8 



8 

1 1 1 



v- 

I. Wodebouse, Exeter 
j. W. Chitty, Balliol . 
J. Aitken, Exeter 
C H. Steward, Oriel 
E J. Sykes, Worcester 
W. G. Rich, Christ Church (st) 
R. W. Cotton, Christ Church (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
A. Baldry, First Trinity . 
H. E PeOew, Third Trinity 
A. De RutzenjThird Trinity 
C J. Holden, Third Trinity 
W. L G. Bagshawe, Third Trinity 
H. J. Miller, Third Trinity 
W. C Hodgson, First Trinity . 
J. C Wray. Clare (st.) 
G. Booth, First Trinity (cox.) . 

J. J. Hornby, the bow of the Oxford boat, 
was afterwards Headmaster of Eton, and Chap- 
lain to the Queen. He was a Balliol man, 
but took his degree and was elected Fellow of 
Brasenose shortly before the race. In 1850 
he won the Grand Challenge and the Stewards 
at Henley, and, with Chitty, the Pairs at Henley 
and the Thames Regatta. The Cambridge 
crew would have been entirely composed of 
Trinity men, had not J. C. Wray of Second 
Trinity migrated to Clare College in the 
October term. 
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1852 

"CHITTY'S CREW" 
'HE two races of 1849 seem to have 



exhausted the energies of the U.B.C.'s, 
for although both clubs took part in the Henley 
Regatta, no race was held until 1852, when 
a match was arranged for Easter. This year 
is famous as the year of "Chitty's crew," 
which was held up as a model of what a 
crew should be for many years afterwards. 
Curiously enough, it was to the famous 
Cambridge coach T. S. Egan that it was 
principally owing. Chitty made a splendid 
stroke, and Egan ground the men behind him 
into a perfect whole. It was an excellently 
balanced crew, and for style and work was 
as near perfection as may be. Chitty was 
well backed up by Meade- King at seven, an 
oarsman worthy of his stroke. The Oxford 
president was R. Greenall, and the Cam- 
bridge president F. W. Johnson. The race 
was rowed on April 3rd, at a quarter to two. 
Oxford had the Middlesex station, and, start- 
ing at a great pace, soon began to lead. At 
Hammersmith Bridge Cambridge made a great 
effort, and slightly lessened the gap, but by 
Chiswick Eyot Oxford had again increased 
their lead and the race was as good as over. 
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It is said that before reaching Barnes Bridge the 
Oxford cox took off his cap and encouraged 
his crew by cheering them, and Oxford passed 
the post easy winners by twenty-seven seconds. 
Names and weights : 

OXFORD st. Ib. 

O. K. Preacott, Brasenose . .100 

R. Greenall, Brasenose . 10 12 

P. H. Niod, Christ Church . . 11 2 

K. J. Bullcr. Balliol 12 4 

R Denne, University . . . 12 8 

W. Houghton, Brasenose . . . 11 8 

W. O. Meade>Ktng, Pembroke . . 11 11 

tW. Chitty, Baflio! (st.) . . . ."7 

W. Cotton, Christ Church (cox.) . 

CAMBRIDGE 

E. Macnaghten, First Trinity . . xi o 
R Brandt, First Trinity . . 11 5 
R E. Tuckey, L.M.B.G . . . 11 3 
R B. Foord, First Trinity . . .126 

E Hawley, Sidney 12 5 

W. S. Longmore, Sidney . . . xx 4 

W. A. Norris, Third Trinity . . 11 9 

F. W.Johnson, Third Trinity (st.) . . 11 8 
C R Crosse, Caius (cox.) . . . 9 7 

The steamers were becoming a great nuisance 
at the race, but so far neither of the crews 
had been run down. However, a Leander 
eight was swamped. Buller was afterwards 
Colonel of the Grenadier Guards. Prescott 
became a Fellow of Merton, and did much for 
that college's rowing. In the Cambridge boat 
G. Macnaghten was bracketed Senior Classic 
and a brilliant scholar. He won the Diamonds 
and the Colquhouns, and the Sculls at Trinity 
are called after him. At Henley this year the 
Oxford four were the first University crew to 
row in a mahogany keelless four. 
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1854 

THE RACE BECOMES POPULAR 

TN 1853 no Boat Race took place, but the 
* two Universities met in the Grand Challenge 
Cup at Henley, which was won by Oxford, the 
holders, who had the advantage of the inside 
berth, and beat the Cambridge crew by eighteen 
inches. In 1854, however, a match was made 
up for the Putney course, but Cambridge had 
very bad luck, and lost some of their best men 
shortly before the race owing to illness. Oxford, 
on the other hand, had a first-rate crew stroked 
by Chitty's seven, W. O. Meade-King. They 
were coached by Shadwell and Chitty, and 
Cambridge were looked after by Egan. The 
two presidents were W. O. Meade- King at 
Oxford, and S. V. Stephenson at Cambridge, 
Stephenson being one of those who were unfor- 
tunately incapacitated from rowing. Owing to 
Oxford's superiority the race was a very hollow 
affair. Oxford had the Middlesex station, and 
took the lead at once, and though Cambridge 
managed to get on even terms for a bit, ®xford 
soon went away and won an uneventful race 
very easily by four lengths. The boats were 
started at twenty minutes to eleven on April 
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8th, and Oxford's time was 25 min. 29 
sec. The names and weights were as 
follows : — 



OXFORD 

V. F. Short, New College 

A. Hooke, Worcester 

W. Pinckney, Exeter 

T.B.R Blundeli, Christ Church 

T. A. Hooper, Pembroke . 

P. H. Nind, Christ Church 

G. L. Melliih, Pembroke . 

W. O. MeadoKing, Pembroke (st) 

T. R Marshall, Exeter (cox.) . 



CAMBRIDGE 
R. C Galton, First Trinity 
S. Natroe. Emmanuel 
J. C Davis, Third Trinity • 
S. Agnew, First Trinity • 
E. Courage, First Trinity . 
H. F. Johnson, Third Trinity 
H. Blake, Corpus 
J. Wright, LM.B.C (st) . 
C T. Smith, Caius (cox.) . 



st lb. 

5 



5 

O 12 



i 8 



9 zo 



10 12 

11 13 
10 13 



9 13 



In this year the contemporary records tell 
us that "more than usual interest" was taken 
in the race. We are told that the river was 
crowded with steamers, the roads with carriages, 
and the towpath with foot-passengers, while 
every window was filled. Putney was especially 
favoured, as the start was the great thing to see, 
and in the early days it was possible to see the 
start and then, by riding across Barnes Common, 
to arrive at Mortlake in time to see the finish, a 
state of things which has long been impossible 
for many reasons. 
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1856 

THE FIRST ANNUAL RACE 

HPHE great frosts of the winter and spring 
of 1855 prevented practice, and so there 
was no race that year, but the Universities 
met in the Grand Challenge at Henley for the 
last time. Happily Mansel Jones was able to 
stroke the Cambridge crew this year, and as 
Oxford had but a moderate lot, Cambridge won 
easily. In 1856 it was arranged that die Race 
should be an annual event, taking place in the 
Easter vacation. The Oxford president was 
A. P. Lonsdale, and the Cambridge president 
H. R. Mansel Jones. The race took place 
on March 1 5th, at a quarter to eleven, a very 
cold and dull day with a keen east wind, and 
was rowed on the ebb from Barker's Rails to 
Putney. Cambridge had the Middlesex side, 
and Oxford started off with the lead, but at 
Barnes Bridge Cambridge was leading by half 
a length. In Corney Reach, Oxford pulled up 
but was impeded by a barge, while one of the 
Cambridge crew caught a crab. As a result, 
Oxford led through Hammersmith Bridge by 
a foot or two, but then Cambridge began to 
wear them down, and, gradually drawing away, 
won a hard and well-contested race by half a 
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length, in 25 min. 50 sec. The names and 
weights were: 



CAMBRIDGE 

P. Salter, Trinity Hall . 
C. Alderson, Third Trinity 
R. L. Lloyd, Third Trinity 
E. H. Fairric, Trinity Hall 
H. Williams, LM.B.C. . 
J. M'Cormick, L.M.B.C . 
H. Snow, L.M.B.C. . . . 

H. R. M. Jones, Third Trinity (st.) 
W. Wingfield, First Trinity (cox.) 

OXFORD 
P. Gordon, University 
W. F. Stocken, Exeter 
R. L Salmon, Exeter . 
A. E Rocke, Christ Church 
R. Townsend, Pembroke . 
A. P. Lonsdale, Baffiol 
G. Bennett. New College . 

I. T. Thorley, Wadham (st.) 
\ W. Bert, Trinity (cox.) 



st. lb. 

• 9 13 

• " 3 
. 11 12 

. 12 IO 
. 12 8 

13 o 



. II 
. ID 



10 8 
10 1 
10 10 
12 8} 
12 8 
« 4 
10 10 
9 12 
9 a 



In the Cambridge crew R. Lewis Lloyd 
was a well-known oar, and succeeded Mr 
Justice Chitty as umpire in 1880. The late 
Mr Fairrie was the judge at Putney, and also 
at Henley. J. M'Cormick was a Double Blue 
and played against Oxford in 1856. H. Snow 
as the Rev. H. Kynaston became Principal of 
Cheltenham, and W. Wingfield, another Double 
Blue, played cricket for Cambridge in 1855, 
'56* 57* R- Townsend became a medical 
man, and died of typhus fever at Queenstown, 
Ireland, in 1877. G. Bennett was a third 
Double Blue, and played for Oxford in the 
cricket match in 1856. He was also one of 
the founders of the Kingston Rowing Club. 
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1857 



THE FIRST KEELLESS BOATS 



HIS year marks an epoch in the University 



A Boat Race annals, as it was the year in 
which the keelless boat was introduced. It was 
the invention of Mr Littledale, a Chester gentle- 
man, and of Mat Taylor, and was first used by the 
Chester Boat Club. The boat in which Oxford 
rowed in 1857 was built by Mat Taylor for 
A. P. Lonsdale, the Oxford president, at his 
own expense, as there was a great prejudice 



copied Mat Taylor's style of building in the boat 
he made for the Cambridge crew, but it does not 
seem absolutely certain that Cambridge rowed in 
a keelless boat, though most probably they did. 
Anyhow, both crews rowed with oars with a 
round loom. The Oxford boat had the stroke 
on the bow side in North Country fashion. 
Only two old Blues were left at each Univer- 
sity, and the presidents were, at Oxford, J. T. 
Thorley, and at Cambridge, R. Lewis Lloyd. 
The race was started at 11. 10 a.m. on April 
4th, on a very fast tide. It was originally in- 
tended to row on April 2nd, from Mortlake to 
Putney, but at the last moment it was changed to 
the 4th, from Putney to Mortlake. Oxford at 
once jumped off with the lead, and Cambridge 
seemed paralysed for the moment. They never 




against the innovation. 
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entirely recovered, and the race degenerated into 
a procession, as Oxford went steadily ahead and 
won by 35 sec. in 22 min. 35 sec. The names 
and weights of the crews : 



OXFORD 



dev. I 
P. Gordon, University 

kArkell, Pembroke . 
Martin, Corpus 
W. H. Wood, University 
E Warre, Balliol 
A. P. LonsdaleJBalliol . 
J. T. Thorley, Wadham (st.) 
F. W. Hers, Trinity (cox.) 



CAMBRIDGE 
A. P. Holme, Second Trinity 
A. Benn, Emmanu el • 
W. RHolley, Trinity Hall 
A. L. Smith, First Trinity . 
J. J. Serjeantson, First Trinity 
R. L Lloyd, Magdalene . 
P. P. Pearson, L.M.B.C. . 
H. Snow, L.M.B.C. (st.) . 
R. Wharton, Magdalene (cox.) 



st lb. 

3 



t X3 

2 3 



1 8 

: 1 

1 3 

2 4 

t IX 

1 4 

1 8 

9 « 



There were several famous men in this year's 
crew. R. W. Risley was a great rowing man, 
and was umpire at Henley for many years. 
E. Warre became Headmaster of Eton, and 
father of the Oxford president of 1900. Mr 
Warre coached the Eton eight for many years, 
and taught them how to win the Ladies' Plate 
at Henley. A. L. Smith followed Brett and 
Denman to the bench, and was the third Cam- 
bridge Blue to be made a judge. Arkell won 
the Silver Goblets, and the U niversity Pairs with 
Warre. 
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1858 

A HOLLOW RACE 
'AMBRIDGE had a very good crew this 



while Oxford were looked after by Mr Shad- 
well. Both boats were built by Mat Taylor, 
whose keelless boats had conquered the rowing 
world, but Oxford found in practice that their 
boat was not strong enough for them, and so 
they rowed the race in a boat Searle had built 
for a college crew. This year the steamers 
which accompanied the race committed another 
crime which helped to bring the charges against 
them to a point when action became absolutely 
necessary if the race was to continue to be rowed 
at Putney, and was a sort of preliminary to the 



dent was E. Warre, and the Cambridge president 
R. Lewis Lloyd. The race was rowed at one 
o'clock on the afternoon of March 27th. Cam- 
bridge had the Middlesex station, and Oxford 
started off at a quick stroke, but almost at once 
their stroke caught a crab owing to the swell 
caused by a steamer which pressed too closely 
on the boats. Shortly afterwards Cambridge 
fouled a barge, but happily with no serious 
results. The result of these accidents was that 
the crews were level off the Bishop's Creek, but 




They were trained by Mr Egan, 



crowning iniquity of 1859. 
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then Cambridge went ahead, and led by a length 
off the Crab Tree. At Hammersmith they 
were a length and a half to the good, and, draw- 
ing steadily away, won by 25 sec. in 21 
min. 22 sec. The names and weights of the 
crews were : 

CAMBRIDGE tt lb. 

R H. Lubbock, Cn» . . 
A. L. Smith. Firtt Trinity 
W. J. Havart, LM.B.C . . 

D. Darroch, First Trinity . 
R Wffliama, LM.B.C 
R. L Lloyd, Magdalene . . 
A. R Fairbairn, Second Trinity 
J. Hall, Magdalene (it.) . . 
F. Wharton, Magdalene (cox.) . 

OXFORD 
R. W. Risky, Exeter . 
J. Arkell, Pembroke . 
C G. Lane, Christ Church 
R Austin, Magdalen 

E. Lace, Balliol . 
W. R Wood, Unirersity . 
E Warre, Balliol 

kT. Thoriey, Wadham (st.) . 
,S. Walpole,BalUol(cox.) 

This was " Jack " Hall's first appearance at 
Putney, He was an Eton man, and a famous 
oarsman. Charlton Lane was a Double Blue, 
who played cricket for Oxford in the matches 
of 1856, '58, '59, '6o, and was also a great 
racquet player. E. Lane was afterwards a 
Fellow of All Souls. The two Universities 
hoped to meet at Henley in the summer, but 
illness in the Oxford crew unfortunately made 
it impossible. 



« 4 
« 4 

12 I 

12 4 
11 13 
xi 12 
10 7 
o a 



11 3 
tz 10 

12 7 
tz o 

\2 O 

t3 a 

to 3 
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1859 

CAMBRIDGE SANK 

HPHE race this year was something like that 
of 1858, only the ending was more 
disastrous, as the steamers committed their 
historical crime. Oxford had a rough, strong 
set of men, and Cambridge a very pretty crew, 
who were the public favourites for the race. 
The Oxford president was G. Morrison, the 
Cambridge president, J. Hall. The race was 
rowed on Friday, April 1 8th, at 11 a.m. It 
was a very rough and stormy day, and just 
before the race there was a furious snow-storm. 
Cambridge proposed putting off the race, but 
Oxford would not consent, and Oxford having 
won the toss, chose the Middlesex side. In 
going to the start they shipped a lot of water, 
but Cambridge, whose boat had a very low 
freeboard, took even more. Oxford soon went 
ahead, and Cambridge, who were half full of 
water, struggled gamely on, but were two 
lengths in the rear at Craven Point, and three 
lengths at Hammersmith Bridge. Directly 
after Hammersmith, the steamer, Citizen J. 
went in front of Cambridge, and still further 
hampered them. But still they rowed on, 
though the water almost filled the boat. At 
Barnes Bridge Oxford led by four lengths, and 
the other steamers having passed Cambridge, 
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the Light Blues, still rowing gallantly behind 
the indomitable Hall, went down into the icy 
waves without even turning their boat's head 
towards the shore. Oxford, in an almost 
sinking condition, passed the post in 24 min. 
20 sec. The names and weights of the crews 
were: 



OXFORD st. lb. 

R F. Baxter, Brasenose .10x2 
R. F. Clarke, St John's . 11 13 

C G. Lane, Christ Church . . .119 
Hon. V. Lawless, Balliol . .123 

G. Morrison, Balliol 131 

R. W. Risley, Exeter 11 2 

G. G. T. Thomas, Balliol . . . ix 4 

J. Arkell, Pembroke (st) . . . 10 12 

A. J. Roberts, Christ Church (cox.) . .91 



CAMBRIDGE 
N. Royds, First Trinity . . 10 6 

H. J. Chaytor Jesus . . . 10 13 



A. L Smith, First Trinity . xi ix 

D. Darroch, First Trinity . .» 4 

R Williams, L.M.B.C . . . .12 6 

R. L. Lloyd, Magdalene . .1x9 

G. A. Palcy, LM.B.C . . ix 7 

J. Hall, Magdalene (st) . . 10 2 
J. T. Morland, First Trinity (cox.) . .90 



The most disgraceful conduct on the part 
of the steamers was just after Barnes Bridge, 
where Citizen J., Citizen K., and Citizen L., and 
a private steamer deliberately passed the sinking 
Cambridge boat, and finally swamped her. The 
umpire threw out lifebuoys, and so saved the lives 
of those who could not swim, among whom was 
the future Mr Justice Smith. Of the Oxford 
crew, Thomas (afterwards Treherne) wrote the 
" Record of the University Boat Race." 
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CAMBRIDGE WINS 
'HIS year was the last in which Cambridge 



won the Boat Race for ten years. The 
race was a very good one, as the crews were 
fairly matched, Cambridge being the stronger, 
although somewhat the lighter, and very well 
together. The two presidents were G. Morri- 
son at Oxford, and J. Hall at Cambridge. 
The race was started at an unusually early hour, 
a quarter past eight on March 31st. Oxford 
won the toss, and chose the Middlesex Station, 
although the wind was blowing from the south- 
west. In spite of the early start, there were 
enormous crowds to witness the race, for the 
match was by 1 860 well established as a popular 
event. The steamers misbehaved as usual, and 
delayed the start until the tide had run up, and 
a row boat then caused a false start. The 
crews got off well together, and rowed level to 
the boat houses, when Oxford began to draw 
ahead. At the Crab Tree, Oxford were nearly 
a length in front, but Cambridge, who were 
rowing a longer stroke, held their own, and 
gradually gained on the leaders. At Hammer- 
smith Oxford were collared, and at Chiswick 
Church Cambridge led by a quarter of a length. 
Oxford spurted repeatedly, but could not catch 
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Cambridge, who drew farther away, and, passing 
Barnes Bridge with half a length to the good, 
won a close race by a length and a quarter. 
The names and weights of the crews were : 



CAMBRIDGE 
S. Heathcote, First Trinity 
R J. Chaytor, Jesus . 
D. Ingles, First Trinity 
J. S. Hake, Corpus . 
M. Coventry, Trinity Hall 
B. N. Cherry, dare . 
A. H. Fairbairn, Second Trinity 
J. Hall, Magdalene (st.) . . 
J. T. Morland, First Trinity (cox.) 

OXFORD 
J. N. McQueen, University 
G. Norsworthy, Magdalen 
T. F. Halsey, Christ Church 
J. F. Young, Corpus . 

G. Morrison, Balliol . 

H. F. Baxter, Brasenose 
C I. Strong, University 
R.W. Risley, Exeter (st.) 
A. J. Robarts, Christ Church (cox.) 



st. lb. 
10 3 
" 4 
io 13 

Z2 9 

12 8 

12 1 

xi 10 

10 4 

9 © 



2 13 
1 7 



1 8 



The time, 26 min. 5 sec, was the slowest 
on record, but the wind was against the crews, 
and the tide was just on the turn. Mr Egan 
again trained Cambridge, and was presented by 
the C.U.B.C. with a hundred-guinea cup. J. 
Morrison was the Oxford oar who a few years 
later — in 1869 — went to Cambridge to coach 
the C.U.B.C. and help Goldie turn the tide of 
Oxford victory. G. Norsworthy was after- 
wards a famous rifle shot, and competed five 
years at Wimbledon in the English team for 
the Elcho Shield. 
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THE FIRST OF THE OXFORD 
SERIES 

''HIS year saw the beginning of the long 



series of Oxford victories which lasted 
for nine years, until Goldie again took Cam- 
bridge first past the winning-post in 1870. 
Cambridge had four of last year's crew left, 
but at Oxford only G. Morrison, the president, 
remained, and the great difficulty he had was 
to find a stroke to replace R. W. Risley. At 
last he hit upon W. M. Hoare, of Exeter, and 
with H. G. Hopkins at seven the two most 
important seats in the boat were filled. Hoare 
turned out to be a first-rate stroke, and the crew 
rapidly got together, so that as they had two 
good heavy weights in Morrison and Poole the 
crew turned out remarkably well. The Cam- 
bridge crew, although Hall was still stroke, 
never seemed able to do itself justice, or to 
get any pace on the boat. G. Morrison was 
again the Oxford president, and M. Coventry 
had succeeded Hall at Cambridge. The race 
was rowed at eleven, on March 23rd, and Cam- 
bridge, having won the toss, took the Middlesex 
side. Hall started off with a tremendously 
fast stroke, hoping to cut Oxford down, and 
at once began to lead. He got nearly a length 
ahead, but that was all he could do, and then 
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Oxford rapidly gained. By Craven Cottage, 
Oxford was a length ahead, and the race was then 
as good as over, as Oxford went steadily ahead, 
and the steamers pressed Cambridge so closely 
that they took a great deal off their pace. Ox- 
ford won a hollow race very easily by 48 sec. 
in 23 min. 30 sec. The names and weights of 
the crews were : 



OXFORD 
W. Champneys, Brasenose 
E. B. Mcr riman, Exeter 
H. E. MedUcott.Wadham 
W. Robertson, Wadham 
G. Morrison, Balliol . 
A. R. Poole, Trinity . 
R G. Hopkins, Corpus 
W. M. Hoare, Exeter (st.) . 
S. O. B. Ridsdale, Wadham (cox. 



st. lb. 

10 11 



10 10 
9 o 



CAMBRIDGE 
G. R Richards, First Trinity 
R J. Chaytor, Jesus . 
W. H. Tarleton, L.M.B.C. 
J. S. Blake, Corpus . 
M. Coventry, Trinity Hall . 
R R Collins, Third Trinity 
R. U. P. Fitzgerald, Trinity Hall 
J. Hall, Magdalene (st) . . 
T. K. Gaskell, Third Trinity (cox.) 



. xo 4 

. xx 3 

. II o 

. 12 IO 

• 13 3 

. 10 IX 

. 11 2 

. xo 6 

. 8 3 



The Cambridge crew was just a trifle heavier 
than the Oxford crew. Fitzgerald, the Cam- 
bridge seven, became Sir R. U. P. Fitzgerald, 
Member of Parliament for Cambridge. Champ- 
neys won the Silver Goblets and University 
Pairs with W. B. Woodgate. Ridsdale, after- 
wards an Indian Civil Servant, was a Double 
Blue, and played cricket for Oxford in 1862, 
acting as wicket-keeper. 
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1862 



CHAMBERS AND WOODGATE 



{ HE era of bad luck had set in at Cambridge 



A most unrelentingly. In training, all things 
went wrong, and man after man had to give up 
rowing, so that, at last, when the crew was 
made up, it was one of the lightest that ever 
rowed, and averaged just under 11 st. The 
heaviest man in the whole crew was J. G. 
Chambers at two, and he only weighed 1 1 st. 
8 lbs. F. H. Archer, the cox, was the 
lightest man ever carried in a University crew. 
But the men were very neat and well together. 
Oxford had a powerful lot, and had four men 
over 12 st. in the middle of the boat. G. 
Morrison was the Oxford president, and G. H. 
Richards, the Cambridge president. The race 
was rowed, on a windy day and a poor tide, at 
eight minutes past twelve, on April 12th, and 
calls for little comment. Oxford were stronger 
and heavier, and began to lead at the start. At 
the Point they were a length ahead, at Craven 
Cottage two lengths, at Hammersmith Bridge 
five lengths, at Chiswick Eyot nine lengths, and, 
going easily at the finish, they won by 1 20 yards 
in 24 min. 41 sec. After Hammersmith the 
steamers closed in upon Cambridge and ham- 
dered them seriously, though they did not, of 
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course, affect the result of the race. The names 
and weights of the crews were : 

OXFORD st. lb. 

W. B. Woodgate, Brasenose . it 6 

O. S. Wynne, Christ Church . . . ix 3 

W. B. R. Jacobean, Christ Church . 12 4 

R. E. L. Burton, Christ Church . . 12 5 

A. Morrison, Balliol 12 8} 

A. R. PoolejTrinity 12 5 

C. R. Carr, wadham . . . 11 2J 

W. M. Hoarc, Exeter (st.) . . xi t 

F. E. Hopwood, Christ Church (cox.) . 7 3 

CAMBRIDGE 

P. F. Gorst, LM.B.C 10 4 

J. G. Chambers, Third Trinity . .11 8 

E. Sanderson, Corpus . . . 10 10 
W. C. Smyly, First Trinity . . .1x5 
R. U. P. Fitzgerald, Trinity Hall . 11 3 
H. H. Collins, Third Trinity . . . ti 2 
J. G. Buchanan, First Trinity . . to 12 

G. H. Richards, First Trinity (st.) . . 10 5 

F. H. Archer, Corpus (cox.) . * . .52 

W. B. Woodgate, the Oxford bow, was a 
very famous oar. He won the Silver Goblets 
for three years ; the Diamond Sculls in 1 864 ; 
the Wingfield Sculls for three years ; the 
University Pairs for three years; and the 
University Sculls for two years. He is 
perhaps the greatest authority on rowing living. 
J*. G. Chambers, the Cambridge two, was also 
a famous rowing man. He won the Pairs in 
1862, and the Colquhouns in 1863. He was 
afterwards editor of Land and Water, and 
also a great authority on rowing. He died in 
March 1883. E. Sanderson became a country 
clergyman, and father of R. H. Sanderson who 
won his Blue in 1899. 
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1863 

"TEN ALL" 

"C*OR the last few years Oxford had steadily 
* been reducing the Cambridge lead, and by 
winning the race this year — the twentieth — 
the score became "ten all." Since then 
Oxford have always been ahead, though 
fourteen years later Cambridge nearly got level 
again. Both crews had some difficulty in 
finding a stroke, but at last W. M. Hoare 
returned to the Oxford boat, and J. Stanning 
was selected at Cambridge. The Light Blues 
did very well in practice, but disappointed their 
admirers in the race. Oxford would not agree 
to postpone the race till after Easter, and so 
it was rowed on the ebb from Barker's Rails 
to Putney. The presidents were C. R. Carr 
at Oxford, and W. C. Smyly at Cambridge. 
The race was rowed at twenty-five minutes 
past ten, on March 28th, a cold but sunny day, 
and it was remarked that ladies wore the colours 
more than they had hitherto done, and that 
many flags were displayed. Oxford chose the 
Middlesex station, and half-an-hour was wasted 
trying to keep the steamers in their places, with 
the result that most of them got stuck fast in 
the mud as the tide ran out. Oxford led from 
the start, were clear at the " Ship," led by two 
lengths at the " White Hart," by three lengths 
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at Barnes Bridge, by five lengths at the Eyot, 
by nine lengths at Hammersmith Bridge, and 
finally reached the winning-post two hundred 
yards ahead in 23 min. 6 sec. The names and 
weights of the crews were : 



OXFORD 
R. Shepherd, Brasenose 
F. H. Kelly, University . 
W. R R. JacohMO, Christ Church 
W. B. Wcodgate, Brasenose 
A. Morrison, BaHiol ... 
W. Awdry, Balliol . 
C R. Carr, Wadham 
W. M. Hoare, Exeter (st.) . 
F. E. Hopwood, Christ Church (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
J. C. Hawkshaw, Third Trinity 
W. C. Smyly, First Trinity 
R. H. Morgan, Emmanuel . 
J. B. Wilson, Pembroke . 
C. H. La Mothe, LM.B.C 
R. A. Kinglake, Third Trinity 
J. G. Chambers, Third Trinity 
J. Stanning, First Trinity (st.) 
F. H. Archer, Corpus (cox.) 



st lb. 



3 



zz 

4 

ti 11 
12 4 

" 3* 
11 7} 



x 4 

1 3 

1 xo 

2 3 
2 o 
x 6 
o 6 
5 9ft 



Messrs Woodgate and Chambers were still 
rowing for their Universities. W. Awdry took 
a first in Classical Greats, and became Canon of 
Chichester, Headmaster of Hurstpierpoint, and 
Bishop of South Tokyo, Japan. J. C. Hawk- 
shaw won the Colquhoun Sculls in 1861 ; and 
R. A. Kinglake was an Eton oar, who won the 
Silver Goblets in 1864, and die University 
Pairs in 1863-64. W. B. R. Jacobson took 
Orders, and died of overwork and devotion to 
the poor of his parish in 1880. 
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1864 

CAMBRIDGE IN A BAD WAY 

O OWING at Cambridge was now in a very 
bad state, from want of good coaching and 
also from the condition of the Cam which had got 
very shallow and sluggish, and much needed the 
attention which was paid to its banks and to its 
channel a few years later. Cambridge had a fine 
lot of men, while, with one or two exceptions, 
the Oxford men were rather weak. The latter 
were, however, well together and stylish. C. R. 
Carr was the Oxford president, but did not row, 
and J. C. Hawkshaw was the Cambridge 
president. The Prince of Wales, who had been 
an undergraduate both at Oxford and at 
Cambridge, attended the race for the first time 
on one of the steamers. After the usual delays 
owing to the steamers, a start was made at half- 
past eleven, on March 19th. Cambridge jumped 
off with the lead, and at the L.R.C. boat- 
house were three-quarters of a length ahead. 
But at the Point, Oxford had drawn level, at 
Craven Cottage were a length ahead, two lengths 
at the Crab Tree, three lengths at the Soap 
Works, four lengths at Hammersmith Bridge, 
which was crowded in every part, and eight 
lengths at Chiswick Eyot. Oxford won by 
eight lengths, and the steamers were quite 
tailed off. Time 2 1 min. 40 sees. The names 
and weights of the crews were : 
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OXFORD st. lb. 
C P. Roberts. Trinity . .100 

W. Awdry, Baffiol 11 4 J 

F. R Kelly, University . . 11 9 

J. C Parson, Trinity 12 9 

W. B. R. Jacofason. Christ Church . u 3J 

A. E. Seymour, University . . n 3 

M. M. Brown, Trinity . ri 3 

D. Pocklington, Brasenose (st) . . 11 5 

C. R. W. Tottenham, Christ Church (cox.) 7 3 

CAMBRIDGE 

J. C Hawkshaw, Third Trinity . . 11 3 

E V. Pigott, Corpus 119 

H. S. Watson, Pembroke . . 12 4 
W. W. Hawkins, LM.B.C. 
R. A. Kinglake. Third Trinity 

G. Borthwick, First Trinity 

D. F. Steavenson, Trinity Hall 
I R. Selwyn, Third Trinity (st.) . .11 
\ H. Archer, Corpus (cox.) . . 6 



'f. 



In the Oxford crew, C. P. Roberts won the 
Pairs with M. M. Brown in 1863-64, who 
won them for three years, in 1865 with 
Raikes. This was C. R. W. Tottenham's 
first of a series of five victories as cox. In 
the Cambridge crew, J. R. Selwyn was the 
son of G. A. Selwyn, Bishop of Lichfield, 
who rowed in the first Race. He won the 
Silver Goblets in 1864 with Kinglake, having 
won the University Pairs with him in 1863, 
and again won the Pairs with Griffiths in 
1865. He went out as a missionary to 
Melanesia in 1872, and was Bishop of Mel- 
anesia from 1877 to 1 89 1. On his return 
to England, he became Master of Selwyn 
College, Cambridge, and died in February 
1898. 
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AN EXCITING RACE 



; I *HIS year Oxford had an unpolished set 

A of oars to fill up vacant spaces, but, 
luckily for them, Meredith Brown, the stroke, 
and A. Morrison were left to give the crew 
a backbone. Cambridge had a better set of 
recruits than usual of late years, and one or 
two first-rate men. They rowed with much 
more life than most of their predecessors of 
the last few years, but they clipped the 
beginning of the stroke, and so wasted a vast 
amount of energy in the air. The Oxford 
president was A. Morrison, and the Cambridge 
president J. G. Chambers. The steamers in- 
sisted on getting in front of the boats before 
the start, so the presidents took their men back 
to the boat-houses until the offenders withdrew. 
The race was started at three minutes past one 
on April 8th, and Oxford, having won the toss, 
took the Middlesex side. Oxford led in the 
first few strokes, but Cambridge with a fast 
stroke soon went ahead, and at the L.R.C. 
boat-house led by half-a-length. They led by 
a length at the Point, by a length and a half at 
Craven Cottage, two lengths at the Crab Tree, 
and two lengths at Hammersmith Bridge. Off 
the Doves Oxford made a great effort, and 
Cambridge began to tire. At Chiswick Eyot 
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they led by a length and a half, and at the 
Duke's Meadows the boats were level. Oxford 
then went ahead, and, leading at Barnes Bridge 
by two lengths, won by four lengths in 2 1 min. 
24 sec. The names and weights of the crews 



OXFORD st. lb. 

R. T. Raikes, Merton 
H. P. Senhouse, Christ Church 
E F. Henley, Oriel . 
G. G. Coventry, Pembroke 
A. Morrison, BaHiol . 
T. Wood, Pembroke . 
R Schneider, Trinity 
M. M. Brown, Trinity (st.) 
C R. W. Tottenham, Christ Church (cox.) 7 13 



CAMBRIDGE 
R Watney, LM.B.C 
M. R L Beebee, LM.B.C 
E V. Pigott, Corpus . 
R. A. KingUke, Third Trinity 
D. F. Steavenson, Trinity Hall 
G. Borthwick, First Trinity 
W. R. Griffiths, Third Trinity 
C B. Lawes, Third Trinity (st.) 
F. R Archer, Corpus 



0 12 

1 12 

2 8 
2 4 
1 13. 
1 8J 
1 7 
7 3 



R. T. Raikes was a Post-Master of Merton, 
and won the Pairs with Meredith Brown in 
1865. Watney won the Colquhouns in 1865 ; 
Beebee was fourth Classic, Eighteenth Wrangler, 
Bell's Scholar, and a Fellow of St John's; 
Griffiths won the University Pairs in 1864, '65, 
'66 5 and Lawes, who was one of the finest all- 
round athletes in England, won the Colquhouns 
in 1862, the Diamonds in 1863, and the Wing- 
fields in 1865. He was also a sculptor, a great 
runner, and in later years a cyclist. 
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1866 

CAMBRIDGE'S BAD LUCK 

/CAMBRIDGE were extremely unlucky this 
^ year in having to meet so good a crew as 
that of Oxford. Their own men were above 
the average of recent years, and would probably 
have beaten the Dark Blue crew of 1865, but 
as it was, though they made a good fight of 
it, they were beaten for the sixth time running. 
This year W. B. Woodgate coached the Oxford 
crew. The Oxford president was F. Willan, 
and the Cambridge president R. A. Kinglake. 
This was the earliest race ever rowed, as it was 
started at twelve minutes to eight in the morning, 
on 24th March. There was a keen wind blow- 
ing from the south-west, but the tide was sluggish, 
and Oxford, having won the toss for the fifth 
year in succession, chose the Middlesex station, 
which however, was rather more exposed to the 
wind than the Surrey side. The steamers, as 
usual, delayed the start, but when the signal was 
given Cambridge soon went to the front. Con- 
temporary accounts are conflicting, but Cambridge 
seems to have led by half a length at Craven 
Cottage, and by three-quarters at the Crab 
Tree. Oxford gained somewhat approaching 
Hammersmith Bridge, but off the Doves Cam- 
bridge, with the inside of the curve, still further 
increased their advantage. But here the rough 
water confused the leaders with their lower 
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feather, and by the bottom of Chiswick Eyot they 
only held a slight lead. At the Church Oxford 
were ahead, and off the Duke's Meadows, a 
barge got in the way and turned Cambridge con- 
siderably out of their course. At Barnes Bridge 
Oxford led by a little over a length, and won 
by fifteen seconds. The names and weights of 
the crews were : 

OXFORD st. lb. 

R. T. Raikes, Merton . .110 
F. Crowder, Brasenose . 11 it 

W. L Freeman, Merton , u 7 

F. Willan, Exeter 12 2 

E F. Henley, Oriel 13 o 

W. W. Wood, University . . 12 4 

H. P. Senhouse, Christ Church . . 11 3 

M. M. Brown, Trinity (st.) -"5 
C R. W. Tottenham, Christ Church (cox.) 7 13 

CAMBRIDGE 

J. Still, Caius 11 6 

J. R. Sdwyn, Third Trinity . . n 6 

J. U. Bourke, First Trinity . . 12 3 

H. ). Fortescue, Magdalene . . 12 2 J 

D. F. Steavenson, Trinity Hall . .125 
R. A. Kinglake, Third Trinity . .129 

H. Watney, LM.B.C. . . . 10 it 

W. R. Griffiths, Third Trinity (st.) . .119 

A. Forbes, L.M.B.G (cox.) . . .80 

Frank Willan the Oxford four was a very 
famous oar, and one of the Four that defeated 
Harvard in 1869. He is a great authority 
on rowing, and succeeded R. W. Risley as um- 
pire at Henley Regatta. This year Cambridge 
proposed that no man should row after his 
fourth year, but Oxford would not agree, 
and after a good deal of argument the proposal 
was abandoned. 
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1867 
A CLOSE FINISH 



'HIS year was one of the closest finishes on 



record, and indeed the boats seem never 
to have been separated all through the race. At 
Oxford there was some difficulty in finding a 
successor to Meredith Brown, but at last R. G. 
Marsden was chosen. He had originally been a 
Cambridge man, but had migrated to Merton. 
W. R. Griffiths was again stroke at Cambridge, 
and had Still and Watney behind him. The 
Oxford president was F. Willan, and the Cam- 
bridge president W. R. Griffiths. The race 
was started at ten minutes to nine, on April 
13th. It was a rainy morning, and Oxford, 
as usual, winning the toss, took the Middlesex 
side. The steamboats again delayed the start. 
Accounts of this year's race are very conflict- 
ing. Some say that Oxford and Cambridge 
led alternately, others that Cambridge led to 
Chiswick Church, but the probability seems 
to be that Oxford led by a short half-length, 
more or less, very soon after the start, and 
maintained that lead all through the race, in spite 
of the quicker stroke which Cambridge rowed. 
Certain it is, that the boats were always quite 
close together, and that the race was in doubt 
until the last few lengths. At the Brewery 
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the Cambridge stroke spurted magnificently, 
and got within a few feet of being level, but then 
Marsden, at the last moment, quickened up, and 
jumped away from Cambridge, winning a most 
closely-contested race by half a length in 22 
min. 40 sec. The names and weights of the 
crews were: 



OXFORD st. lb. 

W. P. Bowman, University . . 10 h 

J. R Fish, Worcester . . . . 12 x 
E S. Carter, Worcester . . . .11 8 
W. W.^Wood, University . • . . 12 8 
J. C. Ttnne, University . • . . 13 5 
P. Crowder, Brasenose . 11 12 

P. Willan, Exeter 12 x 

R. G. Marsden, Merton (st) . xx xx 

C R. W. Tottenham, Christ Church (cox.) 8 7 



CAMBRIDGE 
W. R Anderson, First Trinity . 
J. M. Collard, L.M.B.C 
J. U. Bourke, First Trinity 
Hon. J. R Gordon, First Trinity 
F. E. Cunningham, King's 
J. Still, Caiua .... 
R Watney, LM.B.G . . 
W. R. Griffiths, Third Trinity (st) 
A. Forbes, LM.B.G (cox.) 



xx o 
« 4 
12 9 

12 3 
X2 12 
XI 12 
XX O 
12 O 

8 2 



This was Tinne's first year in the Oxford 
boat. He had previously rowed for Eton, 
and in 1869 was one of the Four that rowed 
against Harvard. F. Crowder won the 
University Pairs this year. Of the Cam- 
bridge crew, Bourke and Griffiths had won 
the Pairs in 1 866 ; Gordon was the elder 
brother of the Earl of Aberdeen ; and Forbes 
became an Indian official. Oxford this year 
were the first crew that ever averaged 12 st. 
per man. 
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1868 

OXFORD WINS EASILY 

"DOTH crews this year had a number of good 
men in them, but neither of them were as 
fast as those of two years ago. The bad luck 
of Cambridge still continued, and six or seven 
weeks before the race their best oar, the Hon. 
J. H. Gordon, a Volunteer, accidentally shot 
himself in his own rooms while cleaning his 
rifle. To the boat his loss was very great, 
as he was an excellent heavy weight, but it 
was decided not to postpone the race. This 
year is memorable for the fact that the Thames 
Conservancy kept the steamers in order, and 
since then the course has always been admir- 
ably policed. The Prince of Wales was 
again present. J. C. Tinne was president at 
Oxford, and J. Still at Cambridge. The 
race was rowed at noon, on April 12th, on 
a fast tide. Cambridge won the toss, after 
many years, and took the Middlesex station. 
At the start they led, but past the boat-houses 
Oxford gained on them, and led by a few 
feet at Craven Point. At the Crab Tree 
Oxford were a length ahead, and at Hammer- 
smith Bridge were a couple of lengths to the 
good. After passing Chiswick Cambridge 
went all to pieces, and Oxford won easily 
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by six lengths in 20 min. 56 sec. 
names and weights of the crews were : 



The 



OXFORD 
W.D. Benson, BalKol 
A. C. Yarborough, Iincoln 
R. S. Ron, Exeter 
R. G. Marsden, Mertoo 
J. C Tinne, University 
F. WiUan, Exeter 
E. S. Carter, Worcester 
S. D. Darbisbire, Balliol (st.) 
C R. W. Tottenham, Christ Church (cox.) 



CAMBRIDGE 
W. H. Anderson, First Trinity 
J. P. Nichols Jnird Trinity 
J. G. Wood, Emmanuel 
W. H. Lowe, Christ's 
R T. Nadin, Pembroke . 
W. F. MacMichael, Downing 
J. Still, Caius 

W. J. Pinckney, First Trinity (st. 
T. D. Warner, Trinity Hall (cox., 



3 



st lb. 



ix 8 

11 7 
xi x 3 
13 9 

12 7 
xx 8 
11 3 

8 7 



xi 3 

12 6 
12 4 
12 II 
12 I& 
12 X 
XO IO 

8 4 



In the Oxford boat the famous four who 
defeated Harvard rowed together for the first 
time. They were Willan, Yarborough, Tinne, 
and Darbishire. Yarborough also won the 
Sculls in 1869-70. In the Cambridge boat 
J. G. Wood took a first in the Classical and 
Law Triposes, and became a Fellow of 
Emmanuel, and Whewell Scholar. Lowe was 
Tyrwhitt Hebrew Scholar, and a great 
Orientalist. The Lowe Double Sculls at 
Cambridge are called after him. W. F. 
MacMichael was a Wrangler in 1869, and 
author of " Oxford and Cambridge Boat Races." 
E. S. Carter was a Double Blue who played 
against Cambridge in 1866 and 1867. 
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GOLDIE AND MORRISON 



HPHIS was the last year of Cambridge's mis- 
fortunes. People had begun to ask them- 
selves whether the Light Blues would ever win 
the race again, just as they did thirty years 
later. But the Cambridge men would not ac- 
knowledge defeat. They set to work and 
collected money to dredge the Cam, and repair 
its banks, and they got Mr George Morrison 
to come over from Oxford and coach the boat. 
Moreover, in October 1868 a young Eton 
King's scholar, the famous J. H. D. Goldie, 
went up to Cambridge, and was chosen stroke. 
But the bad luck of Cambridge was not over 
yet. A few days before the race, P. H. Mellor, 
of Trinity, who was rowing seven, broke 
down, and his place was filled by the ex-presi- 
dent, J. Still, who was naturally out of condi- 
tion. W. D. Benson was the Oxford president, 
and W. H. Anderson the Cambridge president. 
The race was rowed on March 1 7th, just 
before four o'clock, and the Duke of Con- 
naught, and Prince Hassan of Egypt were 
present. At the start Cambridge led, on the 
Surrey side, but Oxford then went ahead, only 
to be passed at the Point. At Rose Bank, 
Cambridge led by half a length, and the two 
boats shot Hammersmith Bridge, Cambridge 
leading by a few feet. Goldie was rowing 
splendidly, but Still began to give signs of his 




Digitized by 



Google 



UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE 67 



want of condition, and so though Cambridge 
had the inside of the bend, Oxford gained 
on them. At the bottom of Chiswick Eyot 
the boats were level, and Oxford then went 
away, shooting Barnes Bridge with two lengths 
lead, and winning by three lengths. The 
names and weights of the crews were: 



OXFORD 
S. H. Woodhouse, University 
R. Tahourdin, St John's 
T. S. Baker, Queen's . 
P. Willan, Exeter 
J. C Tumi, University 
A. C Yar borough, Lincoln 
W. D. Benton, Bafliol 
S. D. Darbishire, Balliol (at.) 
D. A. Neilson, St John's (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
J. A. Rushton, Emmanuel . 
j. H. Ridley, Jesus . . 
J. W. Dale, L.M.B.C. 
F. J. Young, Christ's 
W. F. MacMichael, Downing 
W. R Anderson, First Trinity 
J. Still, Caius 

J. H. D. Goldie, L.M.B.C. (st.) . 
R E Gordon, First Trinity (cox.) 



st. lb, 

jo 13$ 

IX XI 
12 8 



. 12 2^ 

. 13 10J 

. II II 

. xi 7 

. 11 8* 

♦ 7 i<4 



» 5 
11 10 

11 12 

12 4 
12 4 
« 4 
12 1 
12 1 

7 8 



This was the year of the Harvard Race, 
rowed at Putney on August 27, 1869, and 
won by Oxford by four lengths, after a good 
race to Chiswick Eyot. The Oxford men, 
steered by J. H. Hall, made a perfect fixed- 
seat four. In the Cambridge boat J. W. Dale 
was a cricketing Double Blue. He played for 
Cambridge in 1868, 1869, and 1870, Cam- 
bridge winning each year. J. H. D. Goldie 
was the most famous of Cambridge strokes, 
and the father of C. J. D. Goldie, president 
of the C.U.B.C. in May and October 1899. 
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1870 

THE TIDE TURNS 

A T last, after nine years of incessant defeat 
and bad luck, the tide turned and Cam- 
bridge entered upon a career of victory. Most 
of the Oxford crew of 1869 had left, but 
Darbishire and Benson the stroke and seven were 
in their old places. At Cambridge Goldie had 
two of his last year's crew, as well as W. H. 
Lowe, who came back to the middle of the 
boat. But Oxford had won for so many years 
and had beaten Harvard so decisively that no 
one could imagine that they would be defeated, 
and they remained favourites. W. D. Benson 
was again the president at Oxford, and J. H. D. 
Goldie was the Cambridge president. The 
race was started at a quarter past five on April 
6th, in splendid weather. The Prince of Wales, 
Prince Teck, Prince Leiningen, and Prince 
Hassan of Egypt were present, and the Thames 
Conservancy strictly limited the steamers. 
Darbishire started off at a great pace with the 
lead, but at the Point Cambridge was a few 
feet in front, and with the Middlesex station led 
at Hammersmith Bridge by a length. Then 
Oxford with the advantage of the bend began 
to gain, and at Chiswick Eyot were nearly level. 
But Goldie was not to be flurried, and rowed 
with the greatest judgment. Oxford could not 
hold him, and Cambridge passed through Barnes 
Bridge a length to the good, and won by a 
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length and a quarter in 22 min. 4 sec. 
names and weights of the crews were : 



The 



CAMBRIDGE 
E. S. L. Randolph, Third Trinity 
J. R Ridley, Jesus . 
J. W. Dale, LMB.C. 
E A. A. Spencer, Second Trinity 
W. R Lowe, Christ's 
E. Phelps, Sidney 
J. F. Strachan, Trinity Hall 
J. R D. Goldie, LM B.C. (st) . 
R E Gordon, First Trinity (cox.) 



OXFORD 
R. W. B. Mirehouse, University 
A. G. P. Lewis, University 
T. S. Baker, Queen's . 
|. E Edwards-Moss, Balliol 
F. E R Payne, St John's . 
S. R Woodhouse, University 
W. D. Benson, Balliol 
S. D. Darbishire, Balliol (st.) 
F.R Hall, Corpus (cox.) . 



st. lb. 

10 11 r 

11 C/r 

12 2 r 

12 4 

12 7; 
12 I! 

11 13 

12 O 
7 12 



11 2* 

12 9 

13 o 

12 IO 

" 4 

II 13 
II II 
7 7 



E. A. A. Spencer was a Wrangler, and also 
took Classical honours, and became a Master at 
Cheltenham. Phelps was the son of the Master 
of Sidney, and rowed a dead heat with Marshall 
for the Colquhouns in 1868. He was after- 
wards an Inspector of Schools. A. G. P. Lewis 
won the Pairs at Oxford in 187 1. J. E. 
Edwards-Moss is now the second baronet of 
that name, and was private secretary to Lord 
Cross when Home Secretary. F. H. Hall, 
who also steered the four against Harvard, took 
a first in Classical Greats, and became Fellow, 
Tutor, and Dean of Oriel. J. H. Ridley, son 
of J. M. Ridley, 1840, also ran the quarter mile 
for Cambridge, and J. F. Strachan the 100 
yards in the Inter-University sports. 
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A CLOSE RACE 

f\XFORD did not mean to let Cambridge 
win more than one race if they could help 
it. They had some good men for the boat, and 
R. Lesley, who was said to be the best oar at 
Oxford, was put stroke. At Cambridge there 
were some excellent oars to fill the vacancies, 
and this year is noticeable as being the first year 
in which the name Close appears in the Cam- 
bridge boat. For seven years one of the three 
brothers always had a seat in the eight. Benson 
was the Oxford president this year again, and 
Goldie was once more president at Cambridge. 
The race was started at eight minutes past ten, 
on Saturday April 1st, and Oxford jumped off 
with the lead. Cambridge, however, soon 
caught them up, Oxford splashing a good deal. 
At the Crab Tree, Cambridge were half a 
length ahead, but Oxford stuck gamely to 
them, and the leaders passed under Hammer- 
smith Bridge a couple of lengths to the good. 
Going round the bend, Oxford were rowing 41 , 
but Cambridge did not quicken, and at Barnes 
Bridge were about a length and a half ahead. 
After the bridge Oxford made a desperate spurt, 
and gained slightly on Cambridge, who were 
rowing well within themselves and finished up 
the winners by rather more than a length, corn- 
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paratively fresh, while the Oxford men were a 
good deal distressed. The names and weights 
of the crews were : 



CAMBRIDGE 
J. S. FoDctt, Third Trinity . 
John R Close, First Trinity 
H. J. Lomaz, First Trinity . 
E A. A. Spencer, Second Trinity 
W. H. Uwe, Christ's 
E Phelps, Sidney 
E S. L Randolph, Third Trinity 
J. R D. Goldie, L.M.B.G (st) . 
R E Gordon, First Trinity (cox.) 



OXFORD 
S. H. Woodhouse, University 
E Giles, Christ Church 
T. S. Baker, Queen's 
E C Malan, Worcester 
J. E Edwards-Moss. Balliol 
F. E. R Payne, St John's . 
J. M'C Bunbury, Brasenose 
R. Lesley. Pembroke (st.) . 
F. R Hall, Corpus (cox.) . 



st lb. 
.iz 6* 
. 11 8 
. 12 8 
. 12 9 
, 12 10 

. X2 X 
. II III 
. 12 6* 

7 13 



11 61 
" 13} 
'3 3* 

x 3 x . 

12 8} 
12 o| 
11 8 
xx xoi 

7 io| 



John B. Close was the eldest of the Close 
dynasty. He has since taken the name of 
Close-Brooks. With his second brother, James 
B. Close, he won the University Pairs in 1871, 
and in 1870 he won the Colquhouns and the 
Diamond Sculls. The three brothers between 
them rowed eight times for Cambridge, and 
each of them won the University Pairs, and 
the Colquhouns, besides a number of minor 
races. Giles, two in the Oxford boat, became 
a professor of history at Calcutta. M'Clintock 
Bunbury was a successful Eton oarsman, and 
Lesley was a Radley boy, who had been 
coached at school bv Mr Arthur Shadwell. 
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1872 

GOLDIE'S LAST APPEARANCE 

/~\XFORD now had to undergo some of 
the ill-luck which had so often wrecked 
Cambridge's chances in the preceding decade. 
Lesley, their stroke, strained himself in training, 
and had to retire ; but though he eventually re- 
turned to the crew at seven, he was not at his 
best. Then their number two broke down and 
had to be replaced. At Cambridge things went 
more smoothly, and very capable men were 
found to replace those who had gone down. 
Lesley was the Oxford president, and Goldie 
for the third year was president at Cambridge. 
The race was started soon after half-past two, 
on March 29th. It was a wretched day, as 
there was a bitterly cold wind, and a snowstorm 
came on just at the time of the race. Cam- 
bridge had the Middlesex station, and got off 
with the lead, which they increased past the 
boathouses. Oxford rowed hard, and several 
times gained on Cambridge, but were never able 
to head them, and at the Soap Works the Light 
Blues led by a third of a length, which they had 
increased to half a length at Hammersmith 
Bridge. Just after clearing the bridge a bolt 
in Goldie's outrigger snapped, but though he 
was unable to use his strength, he continued to 
set the stroke in brilliant style. Oxford spurted 
hard all the way to Chiswick, but Cambridge 
beat them off, and were clear at the top of the 
Eyot. At Barnes Bridge Cambridge led by 
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two lengths and a half, and, in spite of Oxford's 
efforts, won pretty easily by three lengths in 
21 min. 15 sec. The names and weights of 
the crews were: 



CAMBRIDGE 
James B. Close, First Trinity 
C W. Benson, Third Trinity 
G. M. Robinson, Christ's . 
E. A. A. Spencer, Second Trinity 
C S. Read, First Trinity . 
John B. Close, First Trinity 

E. S. L. Randolph, Third Trinity 
J. H. D. Goldie, LM.B.C. (st.) . 
R Roberts, Jesus (cox.) 

OXFORD 
J. A. Ornsby, Lincoln 
C. C. Knollys, Magdalen . 

F. E. H. Payne, St John's . 
A. W. Nicholson, Magdalen 

E. C. Malan, Worcester . 
R. S. Mitchison. Pembroke 
R. Lesley, Pembroke . 
T. H. A. Houblon, Christ Church (st. 

F. H. Hall, Corpus (cox.) . 



st. lb. 

" 3 

" 4 

11 12 

12 8} 
12 8 
it 10 

11 iil 

12 4 i 
6 6 



10 13 

10 12 
12 12 
12 2 

»3 5 
12 2 

11 11 
10 4 

7 2 



At the time the broken bolt in Goldie's out- 
rigger caused a great sensation, and it was 
rumoured that it had been tampered with by a 
betting man, but there seems to have been no 
foundation for the story. James B. Close first 
rowed for his University this year, and won the 
Pairs in 187 1, and the Colquhouns in 1872. 
Benson won the Colquhouns in 1871. Ornsby 
had represented Oxford in the Inter-University 
Athletic Sports two years before, and in 1872 
Knollys won the University Sculls, the Dia- 
monds, and the Wingfields. He became Sir 
C. C. Knollys, K.C.M.G., Colonial Secretary 
for the Island of Trinidad. 
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1873 

SLIDING SEATS FIRST USED 

HPHIS year both crews used sliding seats 
for the first time ; and it was rather an ex- 
periment, as amateurs had then not quite got 
used to the new idea. J. H. D. Goldie had left 
Cambridge, but a capable successor was found 
in H. E. Rhodes of Jesus, who at Eton had 
been known as a cricketer, and there were some 
powerful oars among the new men. At Oxford 
Lesley was forbidden to row, but he coached 
the crew. There were two or three big men 
in the crew, but as a rule they were weak. 
A. W. Nicholson was the Oxford president, 
and C. S. Read the Cambridge president. 
The race was started at 2.32 p.m. on March 
29th, on a calm day and a fine tide. The 
Prince of Wales and the late Prince Albert 
Victor were on the umpire's boat. Oxford had 
the Middlesex station, and started at a great 
pace, but Cambridge, rowing four strokes a 
minute slower, soon went ahead, and led by 
half a length at the Point. At Hammersmith 
Bridge they were clear, and at Chiswick Church 
led by two lengths, with Oxford struggling 
hopelessly in the rear. They shot Barnes 
Bridge three lengths ahead, and though Oxford 
spurted hard they could not overhaul the 
leaders, who won easily by three lengths and 
a quarter in 19 min. 35 sec, the fastest time 
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for the race until 1892. The Oxford and 
Press boats were distanced, and did not see 
very much of the race. The names and weights 
of die crews were : 



CAMBRIDGE 
James B. dote, First Trinity 

E. Hoskyns, Jesus • 
J. E. Peabody, First Trinity 
W. C Lecky -Browne, Jesus 
T. S.TurnboU, Trinity Hall 
C. S. Read, First Trinity . 
C W. Benson, Third Trinity 
H.E. Rhodes, Jesus (st.) . 
C. H. Candy, Caius (cox.) . 

OXFORD 
C C. Knollys, Magdalen . 
J. B. Little, Christ Church . 
M. G. Farrer. Brasenose . 
A. V. Nicholson, Magdalen 
R. S. Mitchison, Pembroke 
W. E. Sherwood, Christ Church 
J. A. Ornsby, Lincoln 

F. T. Dowding, St John's (st.) 

G. E. Frewer, St John's (cox.) 



st lb. 

« 3 
iz 2 
zz 7 

12 l£ 
12 12$ 
12 13 

11 5l 
xx i* 
7 5 



XO II 

10 II 

11 i3i 

12 5 
12 2 
11 x 

11 3 
IX o 
7 10 



Hoskyns and Rhodes had won the Pairs in 
the previous year. Rhodes was the first of the 
Jesus men to come to the front, and he and 
Hoskyns, with Hockin and Shafto later on, laid 
the foundations of the school of rowing which re- 
sulted in Jesus being head of the river from 
1875 to 1885, or for e l evei * consecutive years. 
Candy afterwards became the head of a college 
in India. J. B. Little won the Sculls at Oxford 
in 1873, an d Farrer won the Pairs in 1873 an< l 
1874. Dowding, like Candy, went out to 
India, and became tutor to the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. 
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1874 

THE END OF THE CAMBRIDGE 
RUN 

/~\XFORD were still experiencing a share of 
the bad luck which had followed Cam- 
bridge so cruelly in the 'sixties. A very fine 
stroke was chosen in J. P. Way, but there were 
one or two breakdowns which militated against 
the training of the crew. Cambridge had 
Rhodes again as stroke, and three others of the 
victorious crew of 1873, an( l tne new-comers 
were all good oarsmen. The Cambridge men 
mastered the art of sliding sooner than they did 
at Oxford, and though they had to row in a 
first Trinity boat, as the ship built for them was 
not up to their weight, they were undoubtedly 
the better crew. H. J. Stayner was the Oxford 
president, and James B. Close the Cambridge 
president. The race was started on March 28th, 
at fourteen minutes past eleven o'clock, and the 
Prince of Wales was again on the umpire's boat. 
Cambridge had the Middlesex station, and jumped 
off with the lead. At the Bishop's Creek, 
Cambridge led by a quarter of a length, and up 
to Hammersmith there was a hard struggle, and 
Cambridge could not get clear although the 
Oxford steering was not first-rate. Cambridge 
shot the bridge nearly clear, but in the rough 
water which followed Oxford, with the advan- 
tage of the bend, pulled up, and at Chiswick 
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Church held a slight lead. Then Cambridge 
got a little shelter from the wind, and at the 
Duke's Meadows the boats were level. The 
race was now over, and Cambridge, drawing 
away, led at Barnes Bridge by a length, and won 
by three lengths in 22 min. 35 sec. The 
names and weights of the crews were as 
follows : — 



CAMBRIDGE 
P. J. Hibbert, LM.B.C. . 
G. F. Armytagc, Jesus 
James B. Close, First Trinity 
A. S. Estcourt, Trinity Hall 
W. C Lecky -Browne, Jesus 
J. A. Aylmer, First Trinity 
C. S. Read, First Trinity < 
R E Rhodes, Jesus (st) . 
CH. Candy, Caius (cox) . 



V 



OXFORD 
H. W. Benson, Brasenose . 

S. Sinclair, Oriel . 
J. E. Sherwood, Christ Church 
A. R. Harding, Merton . 
J. Williams, Lincoln . 
A. W. Nicholson, Magdalen 
H. J. Stayner, St John s . 
J. P. Way, Brasenosejst) . 
W. F. A. Lambert, Wadham (cox.) 



st. lb. 

1 I* 

1 8 

1 iof 

2 5 
2 11 
2 u£ 
1 7 
7 5 



11 5* 

11 8 

S3 

12 10 
11 10J 
10 9 

7 2 



In the Cambridge boat P. J. Hibbert had won 
the Pairs in 1873, and Armytage won them in 
1874. J. A. Aylmer joined the 4th Dragoon 
Guards, and served with distinction in the 
Egyptian Expedition of 1882. Of the Oxford 
crew H. W t Benson, an Eton oar, won the 
Pairs in 1874, and joined the East Surrey 
regiment. J. Williams took a first class, and 
J. P. Way became Headmaster of Rossall 
School. 
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i875 

OXFORD WINS EASILY 

/^\XFORD had a splendid lot of new men 
this year, and luckily could still call on 
J. P. Way as stroke. At Cambridge rowing 
was getting into a bad way, and too much suc- 
cess had the usual result. Moreover, the new 
men were poor. The crew was consequently a 
very moderate one, whereas the Oxford crew 
was first-rate. The two presidents were H. J. 
Stayner at Oxford, and H. E. Rhodes at Cam- 
bridge. The race was rowed on March 20th, 
at 1. 1 3 p.m., and resulted in an easy victory 
for Oxford, who had been the favourites from 
the time they appeared on Metropolitan waters. 
There was a stiff breeze blowing. Cambridge 
held the Middlesex station, and Rhodes started 
off at a great pace, so that at the Point he was 
the best -part of a length ahead. The pace, 
however, was too great to last; Oxford soon 
began to gain, and at the Soap Works (now 
Harrod's) were a quarter of a length to the good. 
At Hammersmith Bridge, Oxford led by a 
length, and then drew steadily away, increasing 
their lead every minute and finally winning 
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easily by 21 sec. in 22 min. 2 sec. Names and 



weights : 



OXFORD tt. lb. 



H. M'D. Courtney, Pembroke . . 10 12 

H. P. Marriott, Brasenose . . . zi 13 

J. E. Banket, University . . . 11 11 

A. M. Mitchison, Pembroke . 12 zo 

H. J. Stayner, St John's . . .122 

J. M. Boustead, University . z2 3 

T. C Edwards-Moss, Brasenose . . 12 5 

J. P. Way, Brasenose (st.) . . . 10 ia 
E. C. Hopwood, Christ Church (cox.) . 8 3 



CAMBRIDGE 



J. A. Aylmer, First Trinity 
C W. Benson, Third Trinity 
H.E. Rhodes Jesus (st.) . 
G. L. Davis, Clare (cox.) . 



P. J. Hibbert, LM.B.C. . 
W. B. Close, First Trinity 
G. C Dicker, First Trinity 
W. G. Michell, First Trinity 
E. A. Phillips, Jesus 



ZZ 2 

zz zo 



zz 7* 



ZZ Z2 

12 5 



zz 6 
zz 8 
6 zo 



H. P. Marriott won the Pairs in 1876; J. 
E. Bankes was made a bencher of the Inner 
Temple in November 1899; and T. C. 
Edwards-Moss, the younger brother of Sir J. 
E. Edwards-Moss, won the Sculls in 1877; 
the Pairs in 1875, '76, '78 ; the Diamond Sculls 
in 1877-78, and the Silver Goblets in 1878. 
He was formerly M.P. for Widnes. In the 
Cambridge crew W. B. Close, the youngest 
of the three brothers made his first appear- 
ance this year. He won the Colquhouns in 
1874, and the Pairs with G. C. Dicker in 1875. 
W. G. Michell was fourth Classic in 1877, and 
Fellow of Trinity. G. L. Davis was one of 
the finest coxswains on the river. 
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1876 

CAMBRIDGE TURNS THE TABLES 
("\XFORD had a very good lot of old Blues 



to rely upon this year, but the new men 
were not of quite the same class. J. P. Way 
had gone, but T. C. Edwards-Moss remained, 
and for some reason or other he was put stroke 
on the bow side, and this did not suit the rest of 
the crew. At Cambridge a great change had 



ship of the river, and Jesus had taken their place, 
thus beginning the triumphs of eleven years. In 
the 1875 crew there had been four First Trinity 
men ; in that of 1 876 there was one First Trinity 
man and five Jesus men. Rhodes gave up his 
place at stroke to C. D. Shafto, and the new 
oars were all fine strong men, who worked hard 
and learned to slide. T. C. Edwards-Moss 
was president at Oxford, and W. B. Close at 
Cambridge. The Race was rowed on April 
8th, starting just after two in the afternoon, 
on a fine day. Oxford had the Middlesex 
station, and Cambridge soon began to lead, 
being a quarter of a length in front at the 
L.R.C. boat-house. Shafto eased his men, 
but Cambridge still continued to gain, for 
Oxford were getting very ragged. At the 
Crab Tree Cambridge led by a length, by 
two lengths at the Doves, and, going steadily 




First Trinity had lost the head- 
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away, passed Barnes Bridge five lengths in ad- 
vance, and won easily by that distance in 20 min. 
20 sec. Names and weights of the crews : 

st lb. 



CAMBRIDGE 
P. W. Brancker, Jesus 
T. W. Lewis, Caius . 
W. B. Close, First Trinity 
C Gordon, Jesus 
L. G. Pike, Caius 
T. E Hodrin, Jesus . 
H. E Rhodes, Jesus . 
C D. Shafto, Jesus (st.) 

G. L. Daris, Clare (cox.) 

OXFORD 
R M'D. Courtney, Pembroke 

H. W. Mercer, Corpus 
W. H. Hobart, Exeter 
A. M. Mitchison. Pembroke 
J. M. Boustead, University 
H. J. Stayncr, St John's 
H. P. Marriott, Brasenose . 
T. C Edwards-Moss, B.N.C (st) 
W. D. Craven, Worcester (cox.) 



, iz 8 
, 11 8 
12 of 
12 9 
ia 8 
11 13 
11 0* 
6 13 

11 if 

11 4 
11 11 

12 2 
11 9 

" i 



It is worthy of notice that this was the first 
year in which the two crews did not row back 
to Putney after the race on account of the crush 
of boats on the river. Of the Cambridge crew 
Gurdon and Hockin won the Pairs this year, 
and Gurdon afterwards became a noted football 
player. Hockin also won the Pairs in 1879 : 
D. Shafto had already won the Pairs in 1 874 with 
G. F. Armytage. With such men as Gurdon, 
Hockin, and Shafto, Jesus now became the lead- 
ing rowing college in the University, and Lewis 
and Pike did great things for Caius. Not only 
were Jesus head of the river, but they won the 
Fours and the Pairs. Both crews were a power- 
ful lot of men, and averaged a few ounces under 
twelve stone. 
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1877 

THE DEAD HEAT 

HPHIS year will always be remembered as 
that in which the dead heat took place. 
Oxford had a number of fine new oars, and as 
they wisely put Edwards- Moss at seven and 
Marriott at stroke they rowed much better. 
They were very strong, and swung well. Cam- 
bridge had two new men, both good oars, and 
their sliding was still their strong point. T. C. 
Edwards-Moss was still the Oxford president, 
and T. W. Lewis was president at Cambridge. 
The race was rowed very early, and started at 
8.27 a.m. on March 24th. Cambridge chose 
the Surrey station, and Oxford went off with 
the lead. Cambridge, however, soon drew up, 
and at Craven Point the boats were level. They 
continued level till Rose Bank, when Cambridge 
began to gain, and at Hammersmith Bridge, 
where there was nearly a foul, led by something 
under half a length. Then Oxford began to 
draw up, went ahead, and at Chiswick led by 
three-quarters of a length. At Barnes Bridge 
they were a length to the good, but at the White 
Hart, when they were clear, bow damaged his 
oar. Cambridge at once spurted, splendidly, and 
overlapped, but as luckily for Oxford the bend 
was in their favour, Cambridge crept up but 
slowly. As they passed the post it was im- 
possible to tell which had won, and John Phelps 
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gave it a dead heat. Oxford appealed, but Mr 
Chitty supported the judge. Names and weights 
of the crews : 



OXFORD 




st. lb. 


D.J. Cowles, St John's 
J. M. Boustead, University 
H- Pelham, Magdalen . . 
W. R GrenfeU, BaUiol 
H. J. Stayner, St John's 
A. J. MulhoUand, BaUiol . 
T. C Edwards-Moss, B.N.C. 
R P. Marriott, B.N.C (st.) 
F. M. Beaumont, New College ( 


»x.) 




\l i 

12 7 
12 8 
12 6\ 

12 5t 
12 0 
12 0 
7 0 


CAMBRIDGE 






B. G. Hoskyns, Jesus 
T. W. Lewis, Caius . 

J. C Fenn, First Trinity 

W. B. Close, First Trinity 

L. G. Pike, Caius 

C Gordon, Jesus 

T. E. Hockin, Jesus . 

C. D. Shafto, Jesus (st.) 
G. L Davis, dare (cox.) 






. 10 11 
. 11 9 
. ti 7 

: S P 

. ia 13 

. T2 II 
. 12 O 

. 7 a 



Next year Mr Fairrie, who rowed for Cam- 
bridge in 1856, acted as judge, and two posts 
were fixed, one on each side of the river, to mark 
the winning-post. Of the Oxford crew D. J. 
Cowles won the Sculls in 1876 and the Pairs in 
1877, and W. H. Grenfell was the Amateur 
Punting Champion from 1888 to 1890, and was 
the leading spirit in the attempt to cross the 
Channel in an open boat some years later. In 
1880 he was M.P. for Salisbury, and in De- 
cember 1 899 he volunteered for service in South 
Africa. He was formerly President of the 
O.U.A.C. Of the Cambridge crew B. G. 
Hoskyns was the brother of one of the crew of 
1873, and J.C.Fennwon the Colquhouns in 1876. 
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1878 

A FINE OXFORD CREW 

/"\XFORD this year turned out a remark- 
ably fine crew, rowing in first-rate style. 
Cambridge also had a good crew, but they 
were physically weaker, and inferior in swing 
and cleanness of feather. Oxford had learned 
to slide, and were this year quite as good as 
Cambridge in this respect. But in the race 
Cambridge were completely outpaced, and the 
result was a very hollow victory for Oxford. 
W. H. Grenfell was president at Oxford, and 
C. Gurdon at Cambridge. The Prince of 
Wales was present at the race, which was 
started at a quarter past ten on the morning of 
April 13th. It was rather a poor tide, and 
Cambridge had the Middlesex station. Prest 
started off at a great pace, and at the Star and 
Garter led by nearly a length. At the L.R.C. 
boathouse, the Cambridge lead was only three- 
quarters of a length, and at Craven Point the 
boats were level. Oxford then went away, and 
led at the Crab Tree by a length and a half, 
and at Hammersmith Bridge by four lengths. 
Cambridge felt the wind a good deal, but never- 
theless they spurted gamely, and never lost their 
form. But Oxford were too fast for them, and 
led at Barnes Bridge by 33 seconds, and passed 
the winning-post 40 seconds in advance. Names 
and weights of the crews : 
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OXFORD 



tt. lb. 



V. A. Ellison, University . 
D. J. Cowles, St John's 
H. B. Southwell, Pembroke 
V. H. Grenfell, Balliol . 
H. Pelham, Magdalen 



G. F. BurgessTKeble 




v*. r. Durgesi, tverae 
T. C. Edwards-Moss, B.N.C. 
H. P. Marriott, B.N.C. (st/) 



F. M. Beaumont, New College (cox.) 



CAMBRIDGE 




C. Gurdon, , 

T C tj i« 



11 of 

12 6 

11 131 

12 B v 

12 ioi ; 



7 5 



4 



In the Oxford crew there were only three 
new men. W. A. Ellison this year won the 
Silver Goblets at Henley with T. C. Edwards- 
Moss, and also the University Pairs with him. 
F. M. Beaumont entered the King's Royal 
Rifle Corps, and distinguished himself in the 
Transvaal war of 1 881, at Kassassin and Tel- 
el- Kebir, at Teb and Tamai, and at Kirbekan 
in the Soudan Expedition for the relief of 
Gordon in 1884. Of the Cambridge crew, 
LI. R. Jones won the Pairs with E. H. Prest 
in 1880, Watson-Taylor won the Pairs with 
Hockin in 1879, T. W. Barker won the 
Colquhouns in 1877, and R. J. Spurrell en- 
listed in the army, won his commission in the 
3rd Dragoon Guards, was mentioned in de- 
spatches for the Huzara Campaign, 189 1, and 
became Captain, 5th Lancers, 1892, and Major, 



1895. 
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1879 

A FALLING OFF 

HPHIS year the great fault of both crews was 
want of pace, especially in the case of 
Oxford, who had lost most of their best men of 
the year before. Cambridge still had the two 
Jesus men Gurdon and Hockin, as well as last 
year's stroke E. H. Prest. However, a new 
stroke was found in R. D. Davis, and Prest 
was put bow. H. P. Marriott came in at stroke 
for Oxford rather late in training, and probably 
was not up to his old form. The crew was 
certainly a great deal slower than that of the 
year before. The Oxford president was W. H. 
Grenfell, and the Cambridge president E. H. 
Prest. The race was rowed at a quarter to one, 
on April 5th, with a good tide, but with a con- 
trary wind. Oxford chose the Surrey side, 
but Cambridge led from the 6tart, and at the 
Bishop's Creek were nearly clear. All the way 
to Hammersmith Bridge they gained steadily, 
and led there by the best part of three lengths. 
Off the Doves they met a nasty bit of rough 
water, but both crews kept their form in spite 
of it. At Chiswick Eyot Cambridge were 
leading by over three lengths, and then Oxford 
made a gallant effort to overhaul the leaders. 
They reduced the distance by about a length, 
but Davis did not quicken, and shot Barnes 
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Bridge rather under three lengths to the good. 
Cambridge did not quicken their stroke till the 
last, and won by three good lengths in 2 1 min. 
18 sec. Names and weights of the crews : 



CAMBRIDGE 
E H. Prest, Jesus . 
H. Sandford, L.M.B.C 
A. H. S. Bird, First Trinity 
C Gurdon, Jesus 
T. E Hockin, Jesus . 
C Fairbairn, Jesus . . 
T. Routledge, Emmanuel . 
R. D. Davis, First Trinity (st.) 
G. L Davis, Clare (cox.) . 



OXFORD 
J. H. T. Wharton, Magdalen 
H. M. Robinson, New College 
H. W. Disney, Hertford . 
H. B. Southwell, Pembroke 
T. Cosby -Burrowes, Trinity 

G. D. Rowe, University . 
W. H. Hobart, Exeter . 

H. P. Marriott, Brasenose (st.) 
F. M. Beaumont, New College (cox.) 



st. lb. 

11 2 

11 6| 

11 8 
13 o r 

12 4- 
12 7 
12 7 
12 4i 

7 5 



11 x 

12 si 
12 9 
12 9 
11 12 

11 11 

12 3 
7 o 



Of the Cambridge crew H. Sandford won 
the Colquhouns in 1878, and in the same year 
the Pairs with R. D. Prior. Fairbairn was an 
Australian, from Victoria, and Routledge and 
Davis both went to North America. It is 
rather curious that not one of the Oxford crew 
won either the Pairs or the Sculls, though 
Wharton and Southwell both rowed in the 
Leander crew which won the Grand Challenge 
Cup at Henley in 1880, a crew, by the way, 
which was steered by G. L. Davis, the Cam- 
bridge cox. 
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1880 

THE RACE POSTPONED 

/^\XFORD had this year to look about for a 
new stroke, and had the luck to hit upon 
L. R. West, who proved a worthy successor to 
Marriott and Way. As soon as he was installed 
the crew began to improve, and turned out a 
very good boat. At Cambridge R. D. Davis, 
last year's stroke, was after a bit put six, and 
W. W. Baillie took his place, so that the boat 
contained three strokes, Prest, Davis and Baillie. 
The Oxford president was G. D. Rowe, and 
the Cambridge president J. A. Watson Taylor. 
The race was fixed for Saturday, March 20th, 
but the fog was so thick that it had to be post- 
poned, and was therefore started on Monday 
22nd, at twenty minutes to eleven, when the 
crowds were less than usual owing to the 
alteration. Cambridge had the Surrey station 
and went off with the lead. They led by 
half a length at the Bishop's Creek, and by 
a length at Rose Bank, the same distance 
separating the boats at Hammersmith Bridge. 
Rounding the bend a grand struggle began, 
and Cambridge lost ground, till, at the top of 
Chiswick Eyot, Oxford led for the first time. 
West had quickened, and his crew drew away 
fast, leading by two lengths and a half at Barnes 
Bridge, and by three and three-quarters at the 
finish. Names and weights : 
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OXFORD st. lb. 

R. R J. Poole, Brasenose . . 10 6 

D. E. Brawn, Hertford . . 12 6 

F. M. Hargreaves. Keblc . . . 12 2 
H. B. Southwell, Pembroke .130 
R. S. Kindersley, Exeter . . 12 8 

G. D. Rowe, University . . . . 12 3 

LR T. Wharton, Magdalen . 11 10 

R. West, Christ Church (st) . . 11 x 

C. A. W. Hunt, Corpus (cox.) . -75 



CAMBRIDGE 

to 12 
« Si 
" 3* 
12 o 

[2 2& 
[2 8* 
tl I 3 

ri 2J 
7 © 

The Oxford men owed their victory to the 
stroking of West and the coaching of T. C. 
Edwards-Moss, who made a much finer crew 
of them than was at first thought likely. D. 
E. Brown was a Mathematical Scholar who 
won the Silver Goblets in 1882, and West 
won the Pairs in 1880. Of the Cambridge 
crew Barton was a Scholar of St John's, and 
second in the Law Tripos of 1880; Army- 
tage was an Australian ; and Prior won the 
University Pairs with Sandford in 1878. B. 
S. Clarke of Lady Margaret was now the 
Cambridge cox, after G. L. Davis of Clare 
had steered for five years, a record only equalled 
by C. R. W. Tottenham for Oxford in the 
'sixties. The latter, however, had the advantage 
of steering five winning races at Putney. 



R Sandford. L.M.B.C. 
W. Barton, L.M.B.C. . 
W. M. Warlow, Queens' 
C. N. Armytage, Jesus 
R. D. Davis, First Trinity . 
R. D. Prior. Queens' . 
W. W. Baillie, Jesus (st.) . 
B. S. Clarke. LM.B.C (cox.) 
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1881 

THE COMMEMORATION YEAR 

HPHE early months of 1881 were terribly 
cold, and frost interfered with practice 
both at Oxford and at Cambridge. At Ox- 
ford, West resumed his place at stroke, and had 
four old Blues behind him. T. C. Edwards- 
Moss was the. principal coach, and the crew 
went to Marlow for a week before going to 
Putney. Cambridge began practice with Baillie 
at stroke, as in 1880, but finally Brooksbank 
was placed at stroke, and only Sandford of last 
year's crew rowed ; while Watson-Taylor, who 
had rowed in 1878, came in at three. The 
Oxford president was R. S. Kindersley, and the 
Cambridge president J. A. Watson - Taylor. 
The race was started at 8.34 on April 8th, 
which was a Friday. There was a cold wind, 
and the tide was poor, and the crowd was smaller 
than usual. Oxford won the toss, and chose 
the Middlesex station, and, getting off quicker 
at the start, led by a few feet only to the Creek. 
At the Grass Wharf Oxford was about a third 
of a length to the good, and at the Crab Tree half 
a length. Then Cambridge began to go up ; 
but Oxford pulled themselves together, and led 
by something under a length at Hammersmith 
Bridge. Cambridge spurted, but the rough 
water rather upset them, and Oxford improved 
their lead. At Chiswick Church, reached in 
13 min. 21 sec, Oxford led by a length and 
a quarter, and at Barnes Bridge by two lengths 
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and a quarter. Then Cambridge made a fine 
spurt, but it was of no avail, and Oxford passed 
the post, winners by three lengths, in 21 min. 
5 1 sec. Names and weights : 



OXFORD 

R. H. J. Poole, Brasenose 
R. A. Pinckney, Exeter 
A. R. Paterson, Trinity 
E. Buck, Hertford . 
R. S. Kindersley, Exeter 
D. E Brown, Hertford 
J. H. T. Wharton, Magdalen 
L R. West, Christ Church (st.) 
E H. Lyon, Hertford (cox.) 



CAMBRIDGE 

R. G. Gridley, Third Trinity . 
H. Sandford, LM.B.C. . 
J. A. Watson-Taylor, Magdalene 
P. W. Atkin, Jesus . 
E Lambert, Pembroke 
A. M. Hutchinson, Jesus . 
C. W. Moore, Christ's 
E C Brooksbank, Trinity Hall (st.) 
aodhouse, Trinity 



St. 


lb. 


. 10 


11 


. II 


3 


. 12 


7 


. II 


11 


• 13 


3 


. 12 


7 


. II 


10 


. II 


o* 


• 7 


0 


. zo 




. II 




. 12 






13 


. 12 


0 


. II 


13 


. II 




. II 


1 


• 7 


2 



H. Woodhouse, Trinity Hall (cox.) 

This year was held the great Commemoration 
Dinner at the Freemasons' Tavern, with the 
late Mr Justice Chitty in the chair. The 
dinner took place the night before the race, and 
two hundred old Blues sat down, the invitations 
including all those who had been duly accredited 
to represent their University at Putney, Henley, 
or the Thames Regatta. The crews of 1881 
were unable to attend, as the celebration was 
held on the eve of the race. A magnificent 
volume, edited by Messrs Treherne and Goldie, 
was published, giving a full account of the dinner, 
and notices of the races up to that date. 
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1882 

A HOLLOW RACE 

HPHIS year Oxford had four old Blues, and it 
was hoped that West, the victorious stroke 
of the last two years, would row again ; but, as he 
was prevented, a very capable successor was found 
in Higgins of Magdalen. The crew went to 
Marlow for about a week, and were looked after 
by T. C. Edwards-Moss, who proved a first- 
rate coach. At Cambridge, Brooksbank, who 
had gone up to row stroke, was forbidden to row 
by his doctor, and so S. P. Smith was installed 
in his place, not very long before the race. As 
a consequence of this misfortune the crew was 
not well together, and had not much polish. 
A. R. Paterson was again the president at 
Oxford, and E. Lambert was president at 
Cambridge. The race was rowed on April 1st, 
at two minutes after one o'clock. It was 
a beautiful day, more like summer than spring, 
and the crowds of spectators were enormous. 
The Prince of Wales was on the umpire's 
boat. Cambridge had the Middlesex station, 
and jumped off with the lead, which they 
only kept to the boathouses. The race was 
then really over, as Oxford went ahead, and 
at Walden's Wharf were nearly clear. Drawing 
steadily away, Oxford led by more than three 
lengths at Hammersmith Bridge, and as rough 
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water was encountered off BifFen's, Cambridge 
dropped still farther behind. It was a procession 
to Barnes Bridge, at which Oxford led by six 
lengths, and won with much ease by seven 
lengths in 20 .min. 1 2 sec. Names and weights 
of the crews : 



OXFORD 
G. C Bourne. New College 
R. S. De HavxHand, Corpus 
G. S. Fort, Hertford . 
A. R. Paterson, Trinity 
R. S. Kindersley, Exeter 
E Buck, Hertford 
D. E Brown, Hertford 
A. H. Higgins, Magdalen (st) 
E H. Lyon, Hertford (cox.) 



st. Ib. 

10 13 

12 3I 

12 12 

12 o 

12 6 
9 

7 12 



CAMBRIDGE 
LL R. Jones, Jesus 
A. M. Hutchinson, Jesus . 
J. C Fellow es, First Trinity 
P. W. Atkin, Jesus . 
E Lambert, Pembroke 
S. Fairbairn, Jesu» 
C W. Moore, Christ's 
S. P. Smith, First Trinity (st.) 
P. L Hunt, Carendish (cox.) 



12 i£ 

12 7 

12 nj 
11 12 

13 o 
11 7 
11 1 

7 5 



In the Oxford crew De Havilland won the 
Pairs in 1 88 1 , and Bourne in 1 882. Buck was a 
brilliant mathematical scholar, who took a First, 
and also the Herschel Astronomical Prize ; and 
Brown won the Silver Goblets in 1882. Of the 
Cambridge crew Jones won the Pairs in 1880 ; 
Fellowes won the Colquhouhs in 1881 ; and S. 
P. Smith, won the Pairs in 1881. Two of the 
best men in the boat were C. W. Moore and E. 
Lambert, both of whom had distinguished them- 
selves in the previous year. 
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1883 



AN UPSET OF FORM 



T Oxford there was great difficulty in find- 



ing a good stroke, and finally the diffi- 
culty was settled by getting West up to take his 
old seat. W. H. Grenfell was the coach, and 
entertained the crew at Taplow. At Cambridge, 
Donaldson, who had been put at stroke, was for- 
bidden by his doctor to row, and after Atkin 
had been tried, Meyrick was finally chosen. At 
Putney, Cambridge were the favourites, as they 
rowed the full course in practice, and also several 
shorter distances, faster than Oxford. The 
Light Blues were a heavy crew, and were under- 
boated. They rowed much better at a slow than 
at a racing stroke. A. R. Paterson was again 
the Oxford president, and C. W. Moore held 
the post at Cambridge. The race was rowed 
on March 15th at 5.39 p.m. The water was 
smooth, and the wind N.E., but it was nearly 
dark when the start was effected. Oxford won 
the toss, and chose the Surrey side. It had 
come on to snow, and most of the Cambridge 
men did not hear the word. West, with fine 
generalship, started off at a tremendous pace, 
and Cambridge were quite demoralised. At 
the Creek Oxford were half a length ahead, at 
Craven Cottage one length, and at Walden's two 
lengths. Passing Hammersmith Bridge, Oxford 
led by three lengths, and by this time it was 
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snowing heavily, so that it was hardly possible 
to see the boats. At Chiswick, Cambridge 
tried to spurt, but Oxford had gained too 
much of a lead, and Oxford won comfortably 
by three lengths and a half in 2 1 min. 1 8. sec. 
Names and weights of the crews : 



OXFORD 
G. C. Bourne, New College 
R. S. De Havilland, Corpus 
G. S. Fort, Hertford . 
E L. Puzley, Brasenose 
D. H. McLean, New College 
A. R. Paterson, New Ion Hall 
G. Q. Roberts, Hertford . 
L R. West, New Inn Hall (st) 
E H. Lyon, Hertford (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
R. C. Gridley, Third Trinity 
F. W. Fox, First Trinity . 
C. W. Moore, Christ's 
P. W. Atkin, Jesus . 
F. E Churchill, Third Trinity 
S. Swann, Trinity Hall 
S. Fair bairn, Jesus 
F. C. Meyrick, Trinity Hall (st.) 
P. L Hunt, Cavendish (cox.) . 



st. lb. 

to ixj 
4 



10 7 
12 2 
n 13 

12 x 

13 4 

12 12 

13 4 

11 7 



Cambridge were most unfortunate, as on 
a decent day they would no doubt have 
won. They were a fine heavy crew, and had 
been coached for some time by Mr Woodgate. 
D. H. McLean, who made his first appear- 
ance, rowed five years for Oxford, won the 
Pairs twice with his brother, and also the 
Silver Goblets in 1885. Roberts won the 
Sculls in 1882, the Silver Goblets in 1883, 
and was bow of the Hertford four which 
won the Stewards at Henley in 1881 and 
1882. 



Digitized by 



96 THE STORY OF THE 



1884 

F. I. PITMAN 

/~\XFORD had only two of last year's crew 
left, but both were good men, and they 
had also to look for a stroke to replace West. 
Eventually W. D. B. Curry, who had been tried 
in 1883, was chosen. Cambridge had only 
three old Blues left, but they found a first- 
rate stroke in F. I. Pitman, the eldest of the 
three brothers who, at Cambridge, and afterwards 
at Oxford, proved such splendid oars. The 
Oxford president was R. S. de Havilland, and 
the Cambridge president R. G. Gridley. The 
race was rowed on April 7 th, and was started 
at 11.54 a.m. It was a miserable morning, as 
rain fell heavily, but still there was a fair attend- 
ance, all things considered. Cambridge were 
perhaps the favourites, but the general opinion 
was that the race was perfectly open. Oxford 
won the toss, and chose the Surrey station. 
Cambridge had slightly the better of the start, 
but Oxford soon got nearly level, though only 
for a moment, as Cambridge led at the Creek by 
a quarter of a length, and at Wal den's by half a 
length. A splendid struggle took place up to 
Hammersmith Bridge, but Cambridge always had 
the best of it, and passed the bridge with a lead 
of one length. It was evident that the Light 
Blues were the faster, but with the advantage of 
the bend Oxford held their own till the Duke's 



Digitized by 



UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE 97 



Meadows, when Cambridge drew away, and shot 
Barnes Bridge two lengths and a half to the 
good, a distance which was easily increased to 
three lengths at the finish, where Oxford ap- 
peared much distressed. Time 21 min. 39 
sec. Names and weights: 



CAMBRIDGE 

R. G. Gridley^ Third Trinity 

G. H. Eyre, Corpus . 

F. Straker, Jesus 

S. Swana, Trinity Hall 

F. E. Churchill, Third Trinity 

E W. Haig, Third Trinity . 

C W. Moore, Christ's 

F. L Pitman, Third Trinity (st) 

GET. Biscoe, Jesus (cox.) 

OXFORD 

A. G. Shortt, Christ Church 

L Stock, Exeter 

C R. Carter, Corpus . 

P. W. Taylor, Lincoln 

D. H. McLean, New College 

A. R. Petersen, Trinity 

W. C Blandy, Exeter 

W. D. B. Curry, Exeter (st) 

F. J. Humphreys, B.N.C (cox.) 



st lb. 
. 10 6 
• " 3i 



ia 10 

12 11} 

13 4 
10 13 
10 4 

7 6 



F. I. Pitman was the most famous Cambridge 
oar of his decade. He won the Fours three 
years, the Colquhouns in 1 884, the Diamonds in 
1886, and the Wingfields in the same year, 
besides numberless other races. S. Swann 
won the Pairs in 1884 and 1885, and the 
Colquhouns in 1883. Of the Oxford crew, 
Shortt won the Pairs in 1883, and L. Stock, 
W. C. Blandy, and W. D. B. Curry were 
members of the Head of the River crew. 



G 
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1885 

A VERY HEAVY CREW 

TN 1885 Oxford had a very fine heavy lot 
of men, in fact, the crew averaged as near 
as possible twelve stone and a half. Cambridge 
had very bad luck, as their six, Brown, a Lady 
Margaret man, sprained himself a week before 
the race and had to retire from the boat. Still, 
in spite of this, Cambridge were the favourites at 
the water-side. D. H. McLean was president 
at Oxford, and F. E. Churchill at Cambridge. 
As a rule, the weather was excellent while the 
crews were at Putney, and the race was rowed on 
a beautiful spring day, March 28th. Oxford 
had the Surrey station, and the race was started 
at 12.26 p.m. Cambridge soon drew out; at 
the L.R.C. boathouse they led by a quarter of 
a length, and at Craven Point by half a length. 
The fast start seemed to have bothered some 
of the men, and Cambridge fell off, while Ox- 
ford improved, so that at the mile Cambridge 
only led by a quarter of a length. At the Crab 
Tree the crews were level, and though Pitman 
made a splendid attempt to pull his crew to- 
gether, Oxford led by half a length at the Soap 
Works (Harrod's), and were just clear at 
Hammersmith Bridge. Rounding the bend, 
Oxford gained steadily, and at Chiswick Church 
led by about three lengths. Nearing Barnes 
Bridge, a skiff got in the way, but Oxford shot 
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the arch, leading by three lengths and a half. 
At the White Hart Pitman begun a spurt 
which foreshadowed the more famous effort of 
the following year, but Oxford were too strong, 
and won by two lengths and a half in 2 1 min. 
36 sec. Names and weights of the crews : 



OXFORD 
W. S. Unwin, Magdalen 
J. S. demons, Corpus 
P. W. Taylor, Lincoln 
C R. Carter, Corpus . 
R McLean, New College 
F. O. Wethered, Christ Church 

D. H. McLean, New College 
H. Girdlestone, Magdalen (it.) 
F. J. Humphreys, B.N.C (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
N. P. Symonds, LM.B.C. 
W. K. Hardacre, Trinity Hall . 
W. H. W. Perrott, First Trinity 
S. Swann, Trinity Hall 
F. E Churchill, Third Trinity . 

E. W. Haig, Third Trinity 
R.R Coke, Trinity Hall . . 

F. L Pitman, Third Trinity, (st) 

G. Wilson, Third Trinity (cox.) . 



st. lbs. 

10 io£ 

11 9 
13 6* 
13 a 

12 12 
12 6 

12 7 
8 2 



10 8 



. X2 2* 

• 13 3* 

• 13 2* 
. 11 8 

. T2 4 

. XI XI& 

• 7 « 



Cambridge rowed worse than they did in 
practice, and undoubtedly felt the loss of Brown. 
Unwin, the Oxford bow, won the Fours, the 
Pairs in 1884, the Sculls in 1884 and 1885, and 
the Diamonds and the WingfieJds in the same 
years, demons and Carter were members of 
the Head of the River crew. Wethered won 
the Sculls in 1886, and H. McLean was the 
younger brother of D. H. McLean, and won 
many races with him. The Oxford crew, as a 
whole, finished the stroke well, and feathered 
high. 
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PITMAN'S GREAT SPURT 



'HIS year both Universities had excellent 



crews, and in both boats were good strokes 
and several first-rate heavy weights. Oxford 
had six old Blues, and Cambridge only two, but 
the new men were of good quality, especially 
Muttlebury, who now began his victorious career. 
The Oxford president was again D. H. McLean, 
and F. I. Pitman was the Cambridge president. 
The race was rowed at 1.38 p.m. on April 3rd, 
in fine weather, with a S.W. wind and a slow 
tide. Cambridge had the Middlesex side, and 
led at the start, being nearly half a length ahead 
at Craven Point. Then Oxford began to gain, 
and at the Crab Tree the boats were nearly level. 
Hammersmith Bridge was being repaired, and it 
was feared that the boats would not be able to get 
through without a foul, but they shot it absolutely 
level, with only a few inches to spare between 
their oars, greatly to the credit of Baker and 
Maynard. After Hammersmith the water was 
rough, and Oxford, with the inside of the bend, 
began to leave Cambridge, who were flustered by 
the waves. The water got rougher by the Eyot, 
and at Chiswick Church Oxford were clear. In 
Corney Reach Oxford gained still further. At 
the Bull's Head they led by two lengths, and 
at Barnes Bridge by nearly three. Cambridge 
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looked done for, and every one considered the 
race over. But at the White Hart F. I. 
Pitman began his historic spurt, and, working 
up to over 40 per minute, raced up to Oxford, 
who had taken Cambridge's water and had to 
sheer out to avoid a foul. By the time their 
boat's head was straight again Cambridge had 
overlapped, and, spurting magnificently, while 
Oxford seemed paralysed, got level at the 
Ship, and passed the winning-post two-thirds 
of a length in front in 22 min. 29 sec. Names 
and weights of the crews : 



CAMBRIDGE 
C J. Bratowe, Trinity Hall 
N. P. Symonds, L.M.B.C. . 
J. Walmsley, Trinity Hall . 
A. D. Rower. Clare . 
S. Fairbairn, Jesus 
S. D. Muttlebury, Third Trinity 
C Barclay, Third Trinity . 

F. I. Pitman, Third Trinity (st.) 

G. H. Baker, Queens' (cox.) 

OXFORD 
W. S. Unwin, Magdalen . 
L. S. R. Bryne, Trinity . 
W. St. L. Robertson, Wadham 
C R. Carter, Corpus . 

H. McLean, New College . 

F. O. Wethered, Christ Church 
D. H. McLean, New College 
H. Girdlestone, Magdalen (st.) 
W. E Maynard, Exeter (cox.) 



st. lb. 

10 8} 
xo 10 

X2 I 

12 8} 

*3 9 

13 3 

1 1 io£ 
6 9 



10 n 

11 11J 

11 7* 

13 °i 

12 12 
12 6 
x 3 o 
12 9* 

7 12 



Both crews were completely rowed out. The 
shooting Hammersmith Bridge would have made 
this race memorable, even had Pitman not made 
his marvellous spurt. As it is, 1886 will always 
be famous as having produced the most exciting 
win on record. 
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1887 

THE BROKEN OAR 

TN 1887, Oxford had again a fine heavy lot 
of men who averaged more than four pounds 
per man heavier than Cambridge, though the 
Light Blues had the two biggest men, in Muttle- 
bury and Fair bairn. Each crew had to find a 
new stroke. The Oxford president was F. O. 
Wethered, and the Cambridge president was S. 
Fairbairn. The race was rowed on March 26th 
at 3.5 p.m. It was a fine day with a brisk 
breeze. Cambridge won the toss, and chose the 
Surrey side; they led at the start, and at 
Bishop's Creek were half a length to the good. 
At the Grass Wharf Cambridge were clear, but 
then Oxford spurted, and had wiped off a 
quarter of a length at the Soap Works. At 
Hammersmith Bridge Cambridge led by a length, 
and, rounding the bend, went away fast; so 
much so that on reaching Chiswick Eyot they 
led by nearly three lengths. Passing the Duke's 
Meadows Oxford spurted, and, Cambridge get- 
ting unsteady for a bit, the Dark Blues drew up 
slightly, but still Cambridge passed under Barnes 
Bridge two lengths to the good. With the 
inside of the bend Oxford began to creep up, 
and their supporters hoped that Titherington 
would repeat Pitman's exploit of the previous 
year. But at the White Hart the Oxford 
seven broke his oar, and for the rest of the race 
was unable to use his strength. The result was 
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probably not affected, though there would cer- 
tainly have been a grand finish ; but as it was 
Cambridge won by two lengths and a half in 
20 min. 52 sec. Names and weights of the 
crews : 



CAMBRIDGE 

R. McKcnna, Trinity Hall . 

C. T. Barclay, Third Trinity . 

P. Landale, Trinity Hall . 

J. R. Orford, King's . 

S. Fairbairn, Jesus . 

S. D. Muttlcbury, Third Trinity 

C. Barclay, Third Trinity . 

C. J. Bristowe, Trinity Hall (st.) 
G. H. Baker, Queens' (cox) 

OXFORD 

W. F. C Holland, Brasenose 

G. Nickalls, Magdalen 

L G. Williams, Corpus . 

H. R. Parker, Brasenose . 
H. McLean, New College . 

F. O. Wethered, Christ Church. 

D. H. McLean, New College 

A. F. Titherington, Queen's (st.) 
H. F. Clarke, Exeter (cox.) 



7 

T 

oj 
o 

ft 

0 7* 
7 * 



o 9 

X 

5 

k 

5 
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R. McKenna was called to the Bar, and 
after being defeated at Clapham in 1892, was 
elected M.P. for North Monmouthshire in 
1895. He rowed in the Head of the River 
boat, and in 1886 was the bow of the Trinity 
Hall eight which won the Grand Challenge at 
Henley. Landale and Bristowe won the Grand 
Challenge in 1886 and 1887; C.T.Barclay 
and Muttlebury won the Goblets in 1887, the 
year in which Trinity Hall won all the events 
at Henley except the Wyfolds, the Goblets, 
and the Diamonds, which were won by other 
Cambridge men. 
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A RUNAWAY RACE 



'"THIS year Oxford had a poor crew. The 
McLeans had gone, and only G. Nickalls, 
W. F. C. Holland and H. R. Parker were 
left. Cambridge had an unusually good crew 
which had brought the art of sliding and leg- 
work to perfection. J. C. Gardner, one of the 
best of Cambridge strokes, set the work, and 
behind him were some powerful and finished 
oarsmen. H. R. Parker was the Oxford pre- 
sident, and S. D. Muttlebury the Cambridge 
president. The race was fixed for March 24th, 
and started at five minutes to eleven. It was 
foggy, but fine when the fog cleared off, and 
calm with a slow tide. There were large crowds, 
but it was noticeable that the amount of blue 
worn was far less than it had been a few years 
before. Cambridge won the toss and took the 
Surrey station, and, jumping off with the lead, 
were nearly a length to the good at the Creek, 
rowing 41J to the minute to Oxford's 42. At 
Walden's Wharf Cambridge, rowing 36, were 
nearly two lengths ahead, and at the Crab Tree 
nearly three lengths. Hammersmith Bridge 
was reached by Cambridge in 7 min. 52 sec, 
with a lead of 1 8 sec. The steamers were left 
behind, and Cambridge went steadily ahead, 
Oxford being hopelessly outpaced. It was a 
runaway race. Chiswick Church was reached 
by Cambridge in 1 2 min. 48 sec. and by Oxford 
in 13 min. 2 sec, and Barnes Bridge in 17 
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min. 11 sec. and 17 min. 32 sec. respectively. 
Cambridge passed the winning-post the easiest 
of winners by seven lengths in 20 min. 48 sec, 
very good time considering the state of the tide. 
Names and weights of the crews : 



CAMBRIDGE 
R. H. Symonds-Tayler, Trinity Hall 
L. Hannen, Trinity Hall . 
R. H. P. Orde, First Trinity 
C B. P. Bell. Trinity Hall . 
S. D. Muttlebury, Third Trinity 
P. Landale, Trinity Hall . 

F. H. Maugham, Trinity Hall . 
J. C Gardner, Emmanuel (st.) . 
J. R. Roxburgh, Trinity Hall (cox.) 

OXFORD 
W. F. C. Holland, Brasenose 
A. P. Parker, Magdalen . 
W. E. Bradford, Christ Church 
S. R. FothergUl. New College 
R Cross, Hertford . 
R R. Parker, Brasenose . 

G. Nickalls, Magdalen 
L Frere, Brasenose (st.) 
A. Stewart, New College (cox.) 



st. lb. 

7 
3 
7. 

3 7 
4 
5 

1 7 
8 2 



11 o 
11 11 

11 9 

12 10 
13 

13 5 
4, 



10 



J. • C. Gardner the Cambridge stroke was 
also a famous sculler. He won the Colquhouns 
in 1886, the Diamonds in 1887, and the Wing- 
fields in 1890, beating Guy Nickalls; also the 
Pairs in 1889, and the Silver Goblets in the 
same year, both with Muttlebury. The latter 
oarsman won the Fours in 1889, the Pairs in 

1886, '87, '89, and '90, the Colquhouns in 1888, 
the Silver Goblets in 1886, '87, and '89, and the 
Stewards in 1894, besides other races innumer- 
able. C. B. P. Bell won the Colquhouns in 

1887, the Pairs in 1888, the Grand Challenge 
in 1887, and the Stewards in 1888. He also 
rowed in the Head of the River crew. 
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1889 

THE CREW THAT ROWED TWICE 

HPHIS year Cambridge had all the victorious 
crew of last year in residence, and so had 
no need to look about for new men. Oxford 
had three of last year's crew up, and two good 
new men in Lord Ampthill and R.P.P. Rowe. 
The Oxford men did not promise very well, 
but after a stay at Cookham they came on fast, 
and at Putney turned out a good crew. S. D. 
Muttlebury was again the Cambridge president, 
and W. F. C. Holland filled the office at Oxford. 
The date of the race was March 30, and the 
start was made at a quarter past one. Cam- 
bridge won the toss and took the Surrey station. 
The boats got off well together and were level 
till the L.R.C. boathouse, when Cambridge 
began to lead. At the Craven steps the Light 
Blues led by nearly half a length, and, passing 
the mile post in 4 min. 1 5 sec, were all but clear 
at the Crab Tree. Hammersmith Bridge was 
reached by Cambridge in 7 min. 40 sec, and 
by Oxford five seconds later. Off the Doves 
Cambridge led by a length and a half, and 
though a row-boat somewhat impeded them off 
the Eyot, they reached Chiswick Church a 
length and a half to the good in 1 2 min. 8 sec. 
From Thorneycroft's to Barnes Bridge the 
water was very rough, but Cambridge passed 
under Barnes Bridge over three lengths ahead 
in 16 min. 41 sec, and took it more leisurely 
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to the finish, winning by two lengths and three- 
quarters in 20 min. 14 sec, easy winners, but 
not such easy winners as in 1888. Names and 
weights of the crews : — 

CAMBRIDGE st lb. 

R. H. Symonds-Tayler. Trinity Hall . .10 10J 

kHannen, Trinity Hall . . . .1x4 

H. P. Orde.First Trinity . . . xi 10 

C B. P. Bell, Trinity Hall . . . . 13 1 

S. D. Muttlebury, Third Trinity . 13 9 

P. Laodale, Trinity Hall . . . 12 8 

F. H. Maugham, Trinity Hall . .1x5! 

J. C. Gardner, Emmanuel (st.) . . . 11 10 

T. W. Northmore, Queens* (cox.) . . 7 13 

OXFORD 

H.E.L Puxley, Corpus . . . . 11 8} 

R. P. P. Rowe, Magdalen . .11 9 

T. A. Cook, Wadham . . 12 2 

F. C Drake, New College . . 12 X2 
Lord Ampthill, New College . 12 11 
H. R. Parker, Brasenose . * . 13 xx 

G. Nickalls, Magdalen . . . . 12 5 
W. F. C Holland, B.N.C. (st.) . . xo 12 
J. P. Heywood Lonsdale, New College (cos.) 8 2* 

This was Guy Nickalls' third race and third 
defeat, but his luck was soon to change. At 
Oxford he had rowed Head of the River in 

1886, and won the Fours in 1886 and 1889, 
the Pairs in 1888, '89 and '90, and the Sculls in 

1887. At Henley he won the Grand Chal- 
lenge in 1 89 1, '92, and '96, the Stewards in 
I ^93> *95> '96, and '97, the Silver Goblets in 
1890, '91, '94, '95, '96, and '97, and the 
Diamond Sculls in 1888, '89, '90, '93, and 
'94. He also won the Wingfields in 1887, 
'88, '89, and '91. In thirteen years he won 
fifty-eight races at Henley alone. 
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1890 

THE FIRST OF AN OXFORD 
SERIES 

/~\XFORD had an improving crew this year, 
and W. A. L. Fletcher was added to 
the list of fine oars in residence. In spite of 
his great weight, Fletcher was put stroke instead 
of Holland, and only Lord Ampthill of the 
men behind him was heavier than the stroke. 
Cambridge suffered from the same crew having 
rowed for two years to the discouragement of 
newer men. Their two best men, Muttlebury 
and Gardner, were still left, and they got to- 
gether a good crew, though it was not quite 
good enough to beat Oxford. The presidents 
were Guy Nickalls at Oxford, and S. D. 
Muttlebury at Cambridge. The race was 
rowed at 4.44 on the afternoon of March 26th. 
It was a fine afternoon, with a strong S.W. 
wind, and enormous crowds lined the banks. 
Cambridge won the toss, and, as usual, chose the 
Surrey side. The crews rowed as nearly as 
possible level till Walden's Wharf, Cambridge 
striking 36 and Oxford 34. Then Cambridge 
went ahead, and led by a quarter of a length at 
the Crab Tree, and at the Soap Works, reached 
in 8 min. 8 sec, by three-quarters of a length. 
After Hammersmith Bridge, which was shot 
by Cambridge the best part of a length to the 
good, a head wind and rough water were en- 
countered, but at Biffen's Cambridge led by a 
length and a quarter. The water got rougher, 
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and Oxford passing through it with a higher 
feather gained on the leaders, till at the bottom 
of the Eyot they were only half a length behind. 
At Chiswick Church, reached in 13 min. 12 
sec, the boats were about level, and, passing 
Barnes Bridge, Oxford led by nearly three- 
quarters of a length. Both crews then spurted 
finely, but Oxford won by a bare length in 22 
min. 3 sec. The names and weights of the 
crews were : 



Of the Oxford crew, Lord Ampthill won 
the Pairs in 1889-90, and the silver Goblets in 
1890-91, always with Guy Nickalls. W. 
A. L. Fletcher, who coached Cambridge in 
1898-99, and in 1900 volunteered for service 
in South Africa, won the pairs in 1892, the 
Silver Goblets in 1892-93, the Grand Challenge 
in 1 89 1, '92, '93, and many other races. 



OXFORD «t lb. 




CAMBRIDGE 




Digitized by 



Google 



no THE STORY OF THE 



1891 

A VERY CLOSE RACE 
'HIS year saw one of the best races that 



have taken place. Oxford were strong 
favourites, as they had won the previous year, 
and their trial eights had been good, while 
those at Cambridge were rather below the 
average. Moreover, the Oxford crew soon 
settled down, while Cambridge were troubled 
with accidents and illness. When the crews 
appeared in the tideway after the preliminary 
work at Bourne End and Ely, Cambridge 
were very poor, but Muttlebury did wonders 
for them, and they, like Oxford, did some fast 
times. The Oxford president was Lord 
Ampthill, and the Cambridge president G. 
Elin. The race was rowed on March 21st 
at 1 1.9 a.m. The tide was moderate; there 
was snow and some rain; and the wind was 
foul from Putney to Hammersmith, and fine 
thence to Mortlake. Oxford won the toss, 
and chose the Middlesex station. The crews 
were about level at the Creek which was 
reached in 1 min. 16 sec, but at the Craven 
Steps, reached in 2 min. 41 sec, Oxford led 
by about a quarter of a length. The mile, 
passed in 4 min. 47 sec, saw no change, but 
near Harrod's Elin spurted finely, and shot 
the Bridge (8.56) nearly a quarter of a length 
to the good. The Eyot was reached in 12 
min. 5 sec, and Cambridge still led, but 
soon after Chiswick Church (13.38) Oxford 
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began to go ahead, and at Barnes Bridge, 
which they reached in 18 min. 10 sec, 
Oxford led by a quarter of a length. At the 
brewery Oxford was three-quarters of a length 
ahead, but then Elin began a splendid spurt, 
and, after one of the finest races on record, 
Oxford won by a short half-length in 21 
min. 48 sec. Names and weights: 

st. lb. 



OXFORD 
W. M. Poole, Magdalen 
R. P. P. Rowe. Magdalen 
V. Nickalls, Magdalen 
G. Nickalls, Magdalen 

F. Wilkinson, Brasenose 
Lord Ampthill, New College 
W. A. L. Fletcher, Christ Church 
C W. Kent, Brasenose (st.) 
J. P. Heywood-Lonsdale, New College (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
J. W. Noble, Caius . 
E. W. Lord, Trinity Hall . 

G. Franckh/n, Third Trinity 
E. T. Fison, Corpus . 
W. Landale, Trinity Hall . 
J. F. Rowlatt, Trinity Hall 
C T. Fogg-Elliot, Trinity Hall 
G. Elin, Third Trinity (st.) 
J. V. Braddon, Trinity Hail (cox.) 



12 9 
" 5 
t3 8 

13 5 
13 2 
10 xx 

8 6 



12 3 
12 7* 
12 11 
11 12 
" 4 
10 13 
7 12 

c. w. 



Cambridge were gaining at the finish. 
Kent was a very fine stroke, and won the 
Grand Challenge with Leander from 1891 
to 1894, Holland, Ford, G. and V. Nickalls, 
Lord Ampthill, Fletcher, Rowe, Cotton, 
Hewitt, C. M. Pitman, T. G. Lewis, Fogg- 
Elliot, Steward, Pilkington, Morrison, and Crum, 
being members of the crews. V. Nickalls won 
the Sculls in 1 891, the Pairs in i89i,'92,'93,the* 
Wingfields in 1892, '94, '95, the Silver Goblets 
from 1892 to 1896, and the Diamonds in 1891. 
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1892 

A FAST OXFORD CREW 

' I 'HIS year Oxford had a very good crew. 

They had found a first-rate stroke in C. 
M. Pitman, brother of F. I. Pitman, the famous 
Cambridge stroke, and behind him were some 
fine strong men. Cambridge had still got their 
stroke G. Elin, and one or two good men, but as 
a crew they were not equal to Oxford. When 
the crews came to Putney they both did some 
fast times owing to the east winds. R. P. P. 
Rowe was the Oxford president, and G. Elin 
the Cambridge president. The race was rowed 
on April 9th, at twenty minutes past twelve. 
It was a fine day, with an east wind, and a 
fairly fast tide. Oxford won the toss, and chose 
the Middlesex station; they led at the start, 
rowing 39 to Cambridge's 38, and at the Creek 
(1.5) led by a quarter of a length. At the 
Craven Steps (2.16) Oxford led by three- 
quarters of a length, and at the mile (4.1 ) Cam- 
bridge spurted, so that Oxford only led by half 
a length at Hammersmith Bridge, which was 
reached in 7 min. 24 sec. Rounding the bend 
Cambridge began to gain, and at the Doves were 
about level. Here Elin's slide got out of gear, 
-v-^and caused the boat to lose ground, but off the 
iJ^Elin again spurted. The pace, however, 
was bc* 1111 "^ t0 te ^ on tne Light Blues, and 
off Chuwi^ Church (11. 40) Oxford was 
clear. Past tn\^ u k e,s Meadows Cambridge 
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lost still more, and Oxford passed under 
Barnes Bridge three lengths to the good in 
15 min. 49 sec. Off Mortlake Brewery Elin 
spurted gamely, rising to 38, but his crew could 
not back him up as he desired, and Oxford won 
by two lengths and a quarter in 19 min. 21 sec. 
Names and weights : 

OXFORD st. lb. 

R B. Cotton, Magdalen . . 9 12 

J. A. Ford, Brasenose . 11 xi 

W. A. Hcwett, University . . 12 2 

F. E Robeson, Merton . . 13 7* 
V. Nickalls, Magdalen . . 13 2 
W. A. L. Fletcher, Christ Church . .138 
R. P. P. Rowe, Magdalen . .120 
C M. Pitman, New College (st.) . xi 12* 
J.P.Heywood.Loosdale,NewdoUege(cox.) 8 7 

CAMBRIDGE 
E. W. Lord, Trinity Hall . . . . xo 12 
R. G. NeUl, Jesus xx xx 

G. Francklyn, Third Trinity . . . 13 3 

E. T. Fison, Corpus 12 

V. Landale, Trinity Hall . . . ,13 1 
G. C. Kerr, First Trinity . . . . 12 1 
C. T. Fogg-Elliot, Trinity Hall . . .it 8^ 
G. Elin, Third Trinity (st.) . . . 10 xo 
J. V. Braddon, Trinity Hall (cox.) . .713 

Elin rowed splendidly, and, had his crew 
been better together, might have won. Pitman 
stroked with much judgment. H. B. Cotton 
was one of the finest bows of modern times. 
He rowed several years in the Head of the 
River crew, won the Pairs, the Grand Challenge, 
the Stewards, and many other races. Rowe 
was another fine oar, who won many races at 
Henley and elsewhere. C. M. Pitman won the 
Pairs in 1894-5, the Sculls in 1892, and the 
Grand Challenge with Leander in 1892 and 
1894. Several of the Cambridge men also 
rowed successfully for the Leander Club. 

H 
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1893 

A VERY FAST RACE 
•AMBRIDGE had done so well at Henley 



^* in 1892 that a good race was expected 
at Putney, but public expectation was disap- 
pointed. Only two old Blues were left, and 
the new men did not come on well at Putney. 
Oxford had five old Blues, and the three 
new men were all well-tried oars. Pilkington, 
an Eton man, was put at stroke, and Pitman, 
last year's successful stroke, went seven. W. A. 
L. Fletcher was president at Oxford, and G. 
C. Kerr at Cambridge. The race was rowed 
on Wednesday, March 22nd, at 4.35 p.m. 
It was a bright spring day, with a cool, brisk 
wind, and a fast tide. Cambridge won the toss, 
and took the Surrey station. They got the best 
of the start, Lewis rowing at the rate of 40 per 
minute. At the Creek, Oxford had got level, 
and at the Crab Tree was nearly a length ahead. 
Nearing Hammersmith Cambridge drew up and 
were only half a length behind at the Bridge. 
They stuck pluckily to Oxford, and made a 
good race of it up to Chiswick, but at the 
Duke's Meadows Oxford began to go away, 
and at Barnes Bridge were two lengths to the 
good. They did not spurt, and won comfort- 
ably by two and a half lengths, having kept the 
stroke at 3 5 almost from the start. The time 
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to Hammersmith Bridge was 7 min. 1 5 sec, to 
Barnes Bridge 1 5 min. 54 see, and to the finish 
18 min. 47 sec, the fastest on record. Names 
and weights of the crews : 



OXFORD 
H. B. Cotton, Magdalen 
J. A. Ford, Brasenose 
J. A. Morrison, New College 
H. Legge, Trinity 
V. Nickalls, Magdalen . . 
W. A. L Fletcher, Christ Church 
C. M. Pitman, New College 
M. C Pilkington, Magdalen (st.) 
L. Portman, University (cox.) . 



CAMBRIDGE 
G. A. H. Branson, First Trinity 
R. F. Bayford, Trinity Hall 
C T. Fogg-Eliot, Trinity Hall 
E. H. M. Waller, Corpus . 
L. A. E. Ollivant, First Trinity 
G. C. Kerr, First Trinity t . f 
R. O. Kerrison, Third Trinity . 
T. G. Lewis, Third Trinity (st.) 
C T. Agar, Third Trinity (cox.) 



Of the Cambridge crew Branson^ won the 
Pairs in 1891 with G. C. Kerr, Fogg-Elliot 
and Landale won them in 1892, and Kerrison 
and Lewis in 1893. Kerr won the Colquhouns 
in 1 89 1, and Waller in 1892. T. G. Lewis, 
C. T. Fogg-Elliot, and R. O. Kerrison rowed 
for Leander in 1892, and won the Grand 
Challenge at Henley. Of the Oxford crew, 
beside Nickalls, Fletcher, and Cotton, Ford 
rowed for Leander in the winning Grand 
Challenge crew in 1893 an( * x ^94> anc * J* A* 
Morrison in 1894. 
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OXFORD WINS EASILY 



'HE long succession of Oxford wins began 



to tell its tale in the falling off of general 
interest in the race. As fast as one good oar 
went down from Oxford another came up, and 
although Cambridge turned out some fairly good 
crews, they were not up to the class of Oxford. 
In 1894 all the new men in the Oxford boat 
were good, and the men were a fine powerful 
lot. Both Oxford and Cambridge rowed fast 
trials after they came to Putney, but Cambridge 
were irregular, and lacking in strength. The 
presidents were H. B. Cotton at Oxford, and 
C. T. Fogg-Elliot at Cambridge. The race 
was rowed at 9.12 a.m. on March 17th. It 
was cold, with a slight N.W. wind, and misty 
until just before the end of the race. The 
Duke of York was on the umpire's launch. 
Oxford won the toss, and chose the Surrey side. 
Cambridge got off with slightly the better of 
the start, but Oxford were soon level. The 
Creek was reached in 1 min. 11 sec, and 
Craven Steps in 2 min. 23 sec, and at Walden's 
Wharf Oxford were half a length to the good, 
and at the Crab Tree three-quarters of a length. 
The mile was reached in 4 min. 25 sec, and 
Hammersmith Bridge in 8 min. 16 sec, where 
Oxford led by a length* Rounding the bend, 
Cambridge began to row short, and at the Eyot 
Oxford were two lengths and a half ahead. 
Chiswick Church was reached in 12 min. 59 
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sec, and it was evident that Cambridge were a 
beaten crew. They dropped still farther behind, 
and at Barnes Bridge, passed in 17 min. 43 
sec, were nearly four lengths in the rear. Oxford 
then slowed down, and passed the post easy 
winners by three lengths and a half in 2 1 min. 
39 sec. Names and weights of the crews : 



OXFORD 
H. B. Cotton, Magdalen . 
M. C Pilkington, Magdalen 
W. B. Stewart, Brasenose . 
J. A. Morrison, New College 
E G. Tew, Magdalen 
T. H. E Stretch, New CoUege 
W. E Crum, New CoUege 
C M. Pitman, New CoUege (at.) 
L. Portman, University (cox.) . 

CAMBRIDGE 
A. R Finch, Third Trinity 
N. W. Paine, Third Trinity 
Sir C Ross, Third Trinity . 
H. M. Bland, Third Trinity 
L. A. E. OUirant, First Trinity 
C T. Fogg-Elliot, Trinity Hall 
R. O. Kerrison, Third Trinity . 
T. G. Lewis, Third Trinity (st.) 
F.GBcgg, trinity HaU . . 



st. lb. 

9 13 
4 



13 



8 7 



11 8 

13 5l 
11 8 

II 12 
II 12 
8 O 



The time was very good considering the 
sluggish tide. Cambridge had had a series of 
misfortunes in practice, and Ollivant was not 
thoroughly trained. W. B. Stewart rowed in 
the winning Leander Grand Challenge crew in 
1893 anc l 1894. T. H. E. Stretch rowed for 
Leander in 1896. He was a very fine oar, but 
unfortunately died of blood poisoning in 1897. 
Of the Cambridge men Paine and Kerrison won 
the Pairs in 1894. 
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1895 

A GOOD RACE TO CHISWICK 

HPHE spring of 1895 was a most unpleasant 
period. It was very cold, and the influenza 
was about. For some time Cambridge were 
unable to practise, and then they went to Cookham 
for a few days. When they appeared at Putney 
on March 8th they had had very little practice. 
Oxford had done better, as they could row on 
the Isis, and afterwards went to Bourne End for 
a month. Cambridge improved much on the 
tideway under S. D. Muttlebury. The Oxford 
president was C. M. Pitman, and the Cambridge 
president James B. Close, who had been president 
in 1874. The race was rowed on March 20th 
at 4.8 p.m. It was a squally day, and the 
water in places was rough. Oxford chose the 
Surrey station, and Cambridge jumped off 
with the lead, and at the Duke's Head were 
about a quarter of a length in front. Oxford 
then began to gain, and, as they cleared the 
boathouses, had drawn level. At Craven steps 
Oxford were nearly a quarter of a length in 
front, and at the mile (4.6) a third of a 
length. Oxford steadily drew away, so that 
at the distillery they were three-quarters of a 
length, and at Hammersmith Bridge- (7.37) 
very nearly a length to the good. Cambridge 
then made a splendid effort, and gained a 
quarter of a length, but at Chiswick Eyot 
with the worst of the water they were a 
length behind. At Chiswick Church (12.17) 
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it was terribly rough, and Cambridge suffered 
a good deal, so that Oxford drew away, and at 
Barnes Bridge (17.19) led by three lengths, 
winning easily by two lengths and a quarter 
in 20 min. 50 sec. Names and weights of 
the crews: 

OXFORD st. lb. 

H. B. Cotton, Magdalen . . 9 13 

M. C Pilkington, Magdalen , 12 4 

C K. Philip*, New College . . 11 12 

T. H. E. Stretch. New College . . 12 4 

W. B. Stewart, Brasenose . . 13 7 J 

C D. Burnell, Magdalen . . . . 13 o* 
W. E. Crum, New College . . 12 2 

C M. Pitman, New College (st) . .120 
S. C. Serocold, New College (cox.) . .81 

CAMBRIDGE 

T. B. Hope, Trinity Hall . . xo 11 

F. C Stewart, Trinity Hall . . . 12 ij 

H. A. Game, First Trinity . . .122 

W. S. Aidie, First Trinity . . . . 13 2 J 

T. J. G. Duncanson, Emmanuel . . 13 3 

R. Y. Bonsey, L.M.B.C 12 4 

A. S. Bell, Trinity Hall . . . 11 2 

D. A. Wauchope, Trinity Hall (st.) . . 11 8 

F. C. Begg, Trinity Hall (cox.) . . .89 

C. K. Philips made his first appearance in 
the Oxford boat. He rowed in the Head of 
the River crew, won the Fours, the Pairs in 
in 1896, the Sculls in 1895, '96, '97, and 
the Grand Challenge in 1896. The autumn 
of the year was saddened by the death of 
H. B. Cotton from pneumonia following on 
influenza. This year A. S. Bell began his 
career at Cambridge. He rowed in the Head 
of the River, won the Fours, the Pairs in 1 896, 
the Colquhouns in 1895, the Lowe Double 
Sculls in 1894, '95^ '96 (dead heat), and the 
Grand Challenge in 1895 a Hall crew. 
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1896 

WON ON THE POST 

PRACTICE at both Universities was con- 
ducted in easier surroundings this year. 
Oxford spent a week at Bourne End and got to 
Putney on March 13th; while Cambridge had 
arrived on the 9th, under the charge of S. D. 
Muttlebury. There was a good deal of rough 
weather at Putney during training, but both 
crews did good work, and satisfied their sup- 
porters. This year the presidents were W. E. 
Crum at Oxford, and T. B. Hope at Cam- 
bridge. The race was rowed on March 28th 
at three minutes past one. It was a rough and 
windy afternoon with storms of rain, and Cam- 
bridge, having won the toss, chose the Surrey 
station. First Cambridge and then Oxford 
took the lead, the former at Craven's Steps 
(2.16) being a quarter of a length ahead, while 
at the mile-post (4.8) Oxford led by a few 
feet. Then a storm of rain and hail came on, 
and Cambridge drew level at the Crab Tree, 
and at Harrod's led by a quarter of a length. 
At Hammersmith Bridge, reached by Cambridge 
in 7 min. 45 sec, Oxford were three-quarters 
of a length in the rear, and at the two miles nearly 
a length. Oxford had been rather unsteady, and 
at Chiswick Eyot Cambridge led by a length 
and a half, but at Chiswick Church (12.30) 
Oxford had come up so that they only led by 
a length. At Barnes Bridge (16.34) Oxford 
had gained another quarter of a length, and then * 
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having the advantage of the bend and of shelter, 
while Cambridge were knocked about in the 
middle of the stream, they gained rapidly. 
Cambridge could hardly make any way, and 
Oxford, coming up on the inside, won after a 
most exciting finish by two-fifths of a length in 
20 min. 1 sec, very fast time considering. 
Names and weights : 

OXFORD 



J. J. de Knoop, New College . 
C K. Philips, New College 
E C. Sherwood, Magdalen 
C D. Buroell, Magdalen . 
E P. Balfour, University . 
R. Carr, Magdalen . 
W. E Crum, New College 
H. G. Gold, Magdalen (»t.) 
RS.K. Pechell, Brasenose (cox.) 

CAMBRIDGE 
T. E Hope, Trinity Hall . 
H. A. Game, First Trinity 
D. Pennington, Cams 
R. Y. Bcosey, LM.B.C . 
w*. A. Bfeber, Trinity Hall 
T. J. G. Duncanson, Emmanuel 
A. S. Bell, Trinity HaH 
W. J. Feraie, Trinity Hall (at) . 



st lb. 

ix ,J 

12 12 

13 

13 6 
12 8} 
12 3 
11 5 | 

7 «3* 



11 x 

12 4 

12 7 

X2 XO 
X2 X2 

13 X2 
II 13 
II 13, 



T. R. Paget-Tomlinson, Trinity Hall (cox.) 8 4* 

The result of the race was particularly dis- 
appointing to Cambridge, who had hoped to turn 
the tables after a long series of defeats. R. 
Carr, in the Oxford boat, and W. J. Fernie, the 
Cambridge stroke, volunteered for South Africa 
in January 1900. Fernie won the Pairs in 
1896-7, the Lowe Double Sculls (dead heat) in 
1896, the Grand Challenge in 1895, and many 
other races for Trinity Hall and the Thames 
Rowing Club. W. E. Crum won the Pairs at 
Oxford in 1 894/9 5/96, and the Grand Challenge 
in 1897. Burnell won the Sculls in 1898. 
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1897 

A FAST OXFORD CREW 
AMBRIDGE had now determined to 



^ make a great effort to win the race. The 
narrow margin by which they were defeated in 
1 896 made them hope that this time they might 
succeed. They began work early in January, 
nearly a fortnight before Oxford, and on March 
10th went to Putney in charge of S. D. 
Muttlebury. Oxford went to Henley on the 
same day, and a week later arrived at Putney 
coached by D. H. McLean. They did some 
very fast trials, and established records over 
several parts of the course, and it became evi- 
dent that they must win. The presidents were 
W. E. Crum for Oxford, and A. S. Bell for 
Cambridge. The race was started at twenty-four 
minutes past two on April 3rd, a cold day with 
an east wind. Cambridge won the toss, and chose 
the Middlesex side ; they got off first, and were 
half a length ahead at Alexander's boathouse. 
Then Oxford drew up, and at Craven Steps 
(2.20) were slightly in front. They reached 
the mile-post in 3 min. 59 sec. a quarter of a 
length in advance, and the Crab Tree half a 
length ahead. Fernie then spurted and gained 
on the leaders, but Oxford once more drew 
away, and shot the Bridge nearly a length in 
front in 7 min. 20 sec. The race was now 
over, as Oxford increased their lead, were clear 
at the Doves, and three lengths ahead at Chis- 
wick Church ( 1 1 .3 1 ). Fernie spurted gallantly 
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and reduced the gap, being two lengths and a half 
behind at Barnes Bridge, reached in 16 minutes. 
With the inside of the bend Cambridge did all 
they knew, but after a severe struggle, were 
beaten by two lengths and a third, in the fast time 
of 19 min. 12 sec. Names and weights : 

OXFORD at. lb. 

J. J. de Knoop, New College . .116 

G. O. C. Edward*, New College . .121 
C. K. Philips, New College . 12 

C. D. Burnell, Magdalen . 13 9 
E R. Balfour, University . . . . 13 8} 

R. Carr, Magdalen 12 n£ 

W. E. Crura, New College .12 3 

H. G. Gold, Magdalen (st.) . . . 11 11 
H. R. K. Pechell, Brasenose (cox.) . .80 

CAMBRIDGE 

D. E. Carapbcll-Muir, Trinity Hdl . . 11 5 

A. S. Bell, Trinity Hall . . . 12 1 

E. J. D. Taylor, Caius . . . 12 13 

B. H. Howell, Trinity Hall . . . 12 9 
W. A. Bieber, Trinity Hall . . .13 1 

D. Pennington, Caius . . . . 12 9 
W. Dudley Ward, Third Trinity . 12 6 
W. J. Fernie, Trinity Hall (at.). • . . it 13 

E. C. Hawkins, Caius (cox.) . . .81 

Fernie made a plucky bid for victory, and 
Gold rowed with great judgment, hardly 
quickening his stroke all through. Of the 
Oxford crew E. R. Balfour was a very fine 
oar, and was also a Rugby Blue. In 1897 
he won the Silver Goblets with Guy Nickalls, 
and rowed in the Leander eight, which was 
just beaten by New College in the final of the 
Grand Challenge. Unfortunately, he caught a 
chill, and died of influenza and blood-poisoning, 
in the early autumn. B. H. Howell was the 
famous sculler who won the Wingfields in 
1 898-99, and the Diamonds in the same years. 



Digitized by 



124 THE STORY OF THE 

1898 
WATERLOGGED 



'HE race this year was most unsatisfactory. 



as owing to the weather Cambridge were 
out of it from the start. But it seemed quite 
likely that Cambridge were going to win, for 
Dudley Ward, the new president, saw that 
something drastic must be done, and so he 
invited W. A. L. Fletcher, the old Oxford 
Blue, to come over and coach the Cambridge 
boat. This Mr Fletcher consented to do, and, 
in spite of much opposition, he and the president 
introduced some important changes. But un- 
fortunately Dudley Ward was forbidden to 
row, and then another misfortune occurred, as 
after the boat had left for Bourne End on 
February 28th the stroke, C. M. Steele, a 
very excellent oar, had to leave the boat owing 
to his health, Bell going stroke, and J. F. 
Beale going in at two. Oxford went to 
Henley on March 2nd, and both crews appeared 
at Putney on March 9th, C. K. Philips being 
the Oxford president. Cambridge had wished 
the race to be rowed on the usual day, which 
would have been April 2nd, but gave way to 
Oxford. March 26th was the height of a 
furious gale, but the race was started at 3.47 
p.m. Cambridge lost the toss, and consequently 
the race, as the Surrey berth was exposed to 
the full force of the storm. Their boat was 
half full when the pistol was fired, and Oxford 
at once took the lead, being clear just after 
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passing the boathouses. Cambridge were only 
kept afloat by the bladders they had placed 
under their seats, for soon after the start the 
water was up to the coxswain's seat. But they 
would not give up, and preserved their form 
remarkably well, rowing with wonderful pluck. 
Oxford had also shipped a great deal of water, 
but were able to row. They reached Hammer- 
smith Bridge in 9 min. 15 sec, Chiswick 
Church in 13 min. 53 sec, Barnes Bridge in 
18 min. 32 sec, and Mortlake in 22 min. 15 
sec, winning easily. Cambridge persevered to 
the end, a performance worthy of all praise. 
Names and weights of the crews: 

OXFORD tt. lb. 

R. O. Pitman, New College 

G. O. C. Edwards, New College 
C. K. Philips, New College 

F. W. Warre, BalKol 12 12 

C D. Burnell, Magdalen . . . . 14 o 
R. Carr, Magdalen . . , 13 1 

A. T. Herbert, Balltol . . . . 12 io± 

H. G. Gold, Magdalen (tt.) . 11 xo| 
H. R. K. Pec bell, Brasenose (cox.) . . 8 z 

CAMBRIDGE 

W. B. Rennie, Emmanuel . . 11 7 

J. F. Beale, First Trinity . . . . 12 2^ 

H. G. Brown, First Trinity . . . 13 11I 

S. V. Pearson, Emmanuel . . . . 12 9} 

A. W. Swanston, Jesus . . . 12 io 

R. B. Etlier.ngton-Smith, First Trinity . 12 xij 

C. J. D. Goldie, Third Trinity . . . 12 o 

A. S. Bell, Trinity Hall (st.) . . 12 2J 

E. C. Hawkins, Caius (cox.) . . .84 

C. J. D. Goldie, who rowed seven, was the 
son of J. H. D. Goldie, the famous Cambridge 
stroke and president. He has won the Pairs, 
the Colquhouns, and the Lowe Double Sculls 
at Cambridge, and the Grand Challenge and 
the Stewards at Henley with the Leander Club, 
besides innumerable other races. 
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1899 

CAMBRIDGE WINS THE RACE 
TJISTORY did its duty and repeated itself. 



A A After nine consecutive defeats, Cambridge, 
Math a Goldie in the boat, as in 1870, stemmed 
the tide and beat Oxford. Gold was still available 
for Oxford, and Cambridge found a clever stroke 
in a young Etonian, J. H. Gibbon, who rowed 
the race like an old hand. W. A. L. Fletcher 
again coached the Cambridge boat, and D. H. 
McLean looked after Oxford, who as usual 
spent some time at Cookham before coming to 



and Bourne End. H. G. Gold was the 
Oxford president, and R. B. Etherington- 
Smith the Cambridge president. The race 
was rowed on March 25th, a dull day, and 
the start was effected at 12.59 p.m. Cam- 
bridge won the toss, and got off with the lead, 
then Oxford led by a few feet, Cambridge 
again leading at the Thames Boathouse, and 
Oxford at Craven Cottage. At the mile, how- 
ever, Cambridge led by a quarter of a length in 
3 min. 59 sec, and, steadily gaining, shot 
Hammersmith Bridge a length ahead in 7 min. 
24 sec. Cambridge now had the lead and the 
inside berth, and led at the Doves by a length 
and a half, at the Old Ship by two lengths, and 
at Chiswick Ferry steps, reached in 12 min. 
17 sec, by three lengths. Oxford then got a 
little unsteady, and Cambridge, rowing a slower 




Cambridge did some work at Ely 
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stroke, shot Barnes Bridge four lengths in 
advance in 17 min. 23 sec. Gibbon then 
slowed down, and made no response to Gold's 
plucky spurt, passing the winning-post an easy 
winner by three lengths and a quarter in 2 1 min. 
4 sec, fast time considering the slow tide and 
the head wind. Names and weights : 



CAMBRIDGE 
W. H. Chapman, Third Trinity 
N. L. Calvert, Trinity Hall 
C. J. D. Goldie, Third Trinity . 
J. E. Payne. Peterhouse 
R. B. Etherington-Smith, First Trinity 
R. H. Sanderson, First Trinity . 
W. Dudley Ward, Third Trinity 
J. H. Gibbon, Third Trinity (st.) 
G. A. Lloyd, Third Trinity (cox.) 



OXFORD 
R. O. Pitman, New College 
C. W. Tomkinson, BalUol 
A. H. Steel, BalUol . 
H. J. Hale, BalUol 



C. E. Johnston, New College 
F. W. Warre, BalUol . 



A. T. Herbert, BalUol . 
H. Gold, Magdalen (st.) . 
G. S. Madagan, Magdalen (cox.) 



st. lb. 
. 11 2 
. 11 13 
. 12 1* 
. 12 io£ 
, 12 10 
. 12 11 
12 9* 
" 3* 
8 5 



. 10 10 

Z2 O 
, 12 Ili 

12 9* 
. 13 o 

. 12 13 
12 13 
II II} 

. 8 3 



Oxford were slightly the heavier crew, but 
Cambridge were superior in style. The latter 
rowed long, used their legs strongly, slid cor- 
rectly, and had a smart recovery. They did 
credit to the coaching of W. A. L. Fletcher. 
Payne, the Cambridge four, suffered from in- 
fluenza at the last moment, but with great pluck 
rowed a fine race. R. O. Pitman is the 
youngest of three famous brothers. F. W. 
Warre is the son of Dr Warre, Headmaster 
of Eton and an old Oxford Blue. All the 
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Oxford men were Etonians, except Herbert 
of Bedford, and Steel of Rugby. The non- 
Etonians in the Cambridge boat were Calvert of 
Australia, Payne of Eastbourne, Etherington- 
Smith of Repton, and Sanderson of Harrow. 
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Bell', C. P. B. x888, 

1889. C. 
Bell, A. S. 1895, 1896, 

1897, 1898. C. 
Benn, A. 1857. C. 
Bennett, G. 1856. O. 
Benson, W. D. 1868, 
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Bewicke, C. 1839. O. 
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O. 
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1863, C. 
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Rogers, W. January 19th. O. 1840. 
Lee, Stanlake. March 20th. O. 1839. 
Nind, P. H. March. O. 1852-54. 
Goldie, J. H. D. April 12th. C. 1869-72. 
Denman, Hon. G. September 21st. C. 1841-42. 
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Heywood-Lonsdale, A. P. February 14th. O. 
1856-57. 

Fairrie, £. H. May 6th. C. 1856. 
Stretch, T. H. E. May 14th. O. 1894-95. 
Poole, A. R. May 22nd. O. 1861-62. 
Balfour, E. R. August 27th. O. 1896-97. 
Wright, J. November. C. 1854. 

1898 

Selwyn, J. R. February 12th. C. 1864-66. 
Tuke, F. E. April. O. 1845. 
Clissold, S. T. May 26th. C. 1846. 

1899 

Chitty, J. W. (Lord Justice). February 15th. O. 
1849, 1852. 

Brett, W. B. (Lord Esher). May 24th. C. 1839. 
Davis, G. L. July 8th. C. 1875-79. 

1900 

Mansfield, A. January 7th. O. 1849. 



DATES UNKNOWN 

Carter, J. O. 1829. 
Stephens, E. O. 1836. 
Taylor, S. B. C. 1840. 
Ritchie, A. M. C. 1841. 
Buckle, W. O. 1845. 
Holroyd, G. F. C. 1846. 
Murdoch, G. F. C. 1846. 
Tuckey, H. E. C. 1852. 
Lubbock, H. H. C. 1858. 
Buchanan, J. G. C. 1862. 
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